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ERRATA. 
Candid: Reader 


I the two firſt ſheets of this Ireatifeghe Author hath 
not found any faults, in the Marginal Quotati- 
ons; and be truſss thou wilt find name in the reſt, but 
what thine ingenuity will correct or pardon. In thoſe 
ſheets thou maiit;p. 3. for ſinatis r. naris. And f. Inarws 
r. . Vale. 6. eee, . ſuides. And for Juſtus r. 


guſt ar. 


To the Cordial Monrners in Eugl ndl, eſpecially in Exon, 3 
cCrediton, N verton, Taunton, Barnſt able, Bitheford, Tor- 9 
rington, Dartmouth, and Fomy, fot the dreadful Tokens . 
of e e e their Nativity, 7 
and the ſad Canſes thereof; The Author wiſheth 97 
Grace and Peace. 


Dear Hearts, : | 
doubt not of your kind acceptance; and Chriſtian improve- 
ment of this honeſt- E ſſay,to lay the Axe of God's Word 
at the Roof of the Prowocations of God's Sonr and Dangh- 
7 tert. Are not you ſenſible of the wofu/ (though but parti- 4 
a.) departures of your God from yowr own Souls, and from the j 


Lad of your Nativity? Are not you lamenting after the «A 4? 1 Sam. 7. 2, 
Are not you afraid that God is breaking England's ſtaff of Tach. 11. 10. 
Bands, by breaking its ſtaff of Beaxty 4. bo even darth will ©* 18 
follow offending in Baal ? Lea, do not your hearts tremble at the r | | \ 
very thoughts of what will farther enſue God's taking away _. ME 
the Chariots and — of your Iſrael! ? And would not you * Ning. 2. 13. . 
take the direct courſe to re-injoy the ſmiles of your deareſt Ha. 
band, and to prevent En las cutting down'? Vea, are not 8 
you convinced that the Provocationt of God's Sons and Dazgh- Deut. 32. 19. * 
ters go neareſt to his hea td and that there is no hope even of 2 
their Salvation, ſo long as vain thoughts of eſcaping utter ruine, fer 
without true repentance do lodg within them ? And are not ou 
thetefore reſolved, that ſeeing God hath laid the Axe to the Mat. 3. 10. 
root of the Trees,” you will now in good earneſt /ay the Axe to | 
the root of your ow Sins ? that you will make it your main buſi. 
neſs to promote in your own Souls, yea and in others too, not 
only: more hamiliation for, but more reformation of what bach 
been amiſs, as knowing. that hui li ation Withour reformation, is 
like the Ford of Godin tlie Letter, uhich hi li, and not guickens; 
it accent fin, and not leſſeneth it; it canin, judgment, and 
not removes it 2 For your help therefore berein, 1 have endea- 
youred to detect and cantion you againſt the miſcarriages oppoſe 
to Faith in God; which. I dare ſay, are the Root of all your other | 

* Miſcarriages 2 By rhe {word of tht Spirit, and that as welded by C gb 
the skilfuſ hands of ſeveral of England's Worthies, to whom you 4 

are refer'd in the Margin; I have fought neither with ni nor 

' great, 


* - 
* 7 * 


N 


=” + _ greet, but with your Xi : It is aid vf Obriſt, Jo rb d 
ul. 110.5. fly wrath thow halt — Kings, is not this the 

7 y of CH, yea, of your wrat again your ſins ? Is 
i Chriſt, 35 are not you angry With them, and troubled f 
r them? G then] ſhew that you have the Spirit ef Chriſt in you; 
1 | {mire throagh & ings, I mean only your KIR; andehen I 
2 am ſure none will be able to ſtand before you : Scub you will 


Ws | find your fins oppoſite to Faith to be; each of them bath wayy 
-* followers, and therefore may be called gd, Nabe A Froop 
| comes. I have indeed purpoſely waved ſpeaking of the Mi/car. 
mags Oppoſite to Faith, with reference to its imadiars ob jeft, 
. Chriſt ; not only beceuſe thoſe are more tgken notice of 
y convinced Souls in theſe days, than theſe with reference to 
its atincare object, the Deity through C brift :. But becauſe thoſe 
are moſt excellently handled by the Reverend Author of the 
; late choice Goſpel. Glaſs, Ch. 2, 3, 4, J. 6, 7, 8, to Which I ſhall 
4 once more refer you, and ſhall detain you no longer from 
7 making uſe of this Axe, But whilt I am whiſpering a word or 
two inthe ears of ſuch, as from the Miſcarriages of ſome (and 
not all) Profeſſors, in which they are not countexexced, but for 
which they are condemned by Religion and Profeſſiov are ſo unres- 
ſouable as to fal font upon RI and Profeſſion *." It-is trug- 
"i hereby effencet do come, and wo be to him by Whine off ences come. 
EZ Mat. 18. . Whoſoever ſhalt offend, i. e, lay a ſhumbling-block before one 
Mat. 18. 7. Chrifts Ltthe ones, it had been better a milftone were bung about his 
2% Job. "Ba 770 avd 2 thrown into the Sea. Waka — Nook W 
earn Dy their being ſpors, open the wonthr- of Blaſphemy. wo be al. 
AD. < 1 ſo unto all hols chan — offence againſt Rel. gien and Profeſſion, 
ee read zu- thereby. Wo ante the World Vecanſe of offences. Such will be 
eious Nr. found at laſt to be B/aſphemeers againſt Gad, and runners inthe 
e broad way to Arhe/m and Damnation. Chriſt is a foe of fu 
„ moſt ex. ling, and a rock of fc, only to thoſe that periſn; - to chow 
bent Com. 4a believe, he is precious, This is hint ed rh none may be offendet 
ry on By your Faxb's he lper, T. M. 
3 . ä | Dec. 23. 1667. ; 
bor them one paſſage, fol. 377.Wonld it not have been (faith he) horrible impiety,t6 
een our againft all the Apoſtles, and chriſt bimſelf;, ſaying, Look what 
Eee; $3 It's as the Phariſees ſaid, « company - of lap and Decoroers , they ave 
f ir own end, they are all ceverow,. and theugb they pracud Retigan, yer they 
5 3 n, thongh' they coridemea the groſs fins of the-World, yet ig ſecret. they 
as any 7 would not ſuch a tongue ſhew that it wa, ſet on fire of Hell, that 
gent ſuch things ? 
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MISCARRIAGES 


Oppoſite to | | 1 

Faith in God, + 

For which Souls ought to be humbled, and 
of which they ought to take heed. 


— * 


By T homas Mall. 


John 16. 7, 8, 9. 
I-will ſend the Comforter unto you, and when he is come, 
be will convince the World of ſin, &c. becauſe they be- 
lieve not on me. 


Iſa. 7. 9. --- If ye will not Ae ſurely you Ras not be 
eſtabliſbed. 
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The Epiſtle to the Reader. — 
15 22 theſe Papers obligeth me briefly th 
an 


wer four Queſtions. 
Queſt. 1. What is the defign ofthis Treatiſe ? 
Anſw. It is yet farther to make the Voice of 
Gods Rod articulate, that (as one ſaith) in the 
4 print of its laſhes, nat only Gods Wrath, but the 
fin be ſcourgeth us for, and the duty he would drive us ta, might 
be found in legible CharaGiers, that even he that runs may read 
them: and therefore the deſign is to make you better, and thereby 
wiſer for your ſelves, and the Land of your Nativity. R 
QOQueſt. 2. Why are the miſcarriages about Faith onely infi - 
ſted on? | 
Anſw. Becauſe ns miſcarriages haue more incenſed God againft 
us. And for others, L ſhall refer you to the late excellent Golpel- 
Glaſs, repreſenting the miſcarriage of Engliſh-Profefſors in 
their perſonal and relative Capacities, for which God is con- 
tending wich them. Printed, 1667. 
Queſt. 3. Why are thefe miſcarriages,not only detected, and 
reprehended, but cautioned againſt ? 
Anſw. Becauſe (as it is not enough fer you to reform, unleſs 
your hearts be broken for, and from, your trangreſlions : ſo) it zs 
not enough for you to be troubled for your former iniquities, unleſs Sin no more, 
you watch againft them forthe future, And therefore alſo I would = 4 worſe 
| adviſe you to turn each queſtion in the above mentioned Book into @ uu thee, 5. 
Caveat : the evidences of guilt into particulars whereof you ſhould , 14. 
beware: and the conſiderations to promote your mourning for, 
into motives to you to reform, what bath been amiſs. 
Queſt. 4. Why ate there here ſo many collections out of the 
Expoſitions, Treatiſes, and Sermons of our Engliſh Divines ? 
Anſw. To ffir up ſome to follow the advice of Sr. Francis Ba- 
con*in..ſo collefiing 4 Body of Divinity. But if the counſel of ſo 
- great a Scholar be not a ſufficient Apology for me, I am ſatisfied ' 
- that herein Thave not ſerved Chriſt and your ſouls with that which 
coſt me nothing, but have done as I was able to approve my ſelf 


Tour Faiths Servant, T. M. 9 7 


nt beg (fect 6G, Curloſty. 


in Ls E= ; 
Deſett e 


Dire the — 


A form of Knowledge, 
Not growing in Knowledge. 
Not making aſe of Knowledge. 


eExceſs, Credulity. . 
ae in the Increduſity. 
Defe& Unſettlednefs.. 
A dead Faith. 


— Y 


— 


— 


" Refuſing God. 
"Tpnorantly: 
| Not rejed᷑ ing other Gods. 
| Cloſing with | Not yeilding up ſelf to God. 
God hypo- 4 Forcedly. . 
critically | Defetiively. 
| For the future. 
i Temporarily and weakly. 
Renouncim God. 


2 Exceſs, Tempting of God. 
Relying in 205 (Net truſting in Gad. 


eſect \ Creature confidence. 
| Vain confidence, 


2 


X. 


e Regardleſs to get it 
Reflex, viz. )Careleſne s of preſerving it. 

1 Aſſurance Remiſneſs in recovering it. 

An imaginary Aſſurance. 
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Unprepared 5 for Confeſion, when call'd thereunto. p. 

Outward, viz. | Refuſing, or delaying ſo * do atually. ibi 
Confeſſion of 5 — ing in Confe 

Faith Ih ing Faith in I 


| Confeſſing openly, even to ſuffering, without 4 Call. 


Making Shipwrack of Faith. 
Confeſſing of Faith in God hypocritical y. 
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ff Vain Fe 


” 4 710 ene oppoſite. to | the F aving 
c 1 Kuom ledge . Gad; ; 5s qppredending 
unt! WP TIE . - £ . 
11 eden 02 * 
8 DAL not al of no. ined theaf- WF RAS 
7 ice wn your Neighbour, wy no way concern r 
e oſenguting into Gods Secrets. God hath 
Na far our Salvation; but ſome 
ee A adthy do not belong ante ply 
n Ju thoſe things Deut. 29, 29. 
12. — long ants" us ; and to a children for ever. 
Have not you cal Latin of not contenting your ſelves wich 


ods SE Have not you N and — to 


n Baby- 
Krb and abet 
. not — — 50. on lob. 
28. 21. 
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* 

* 
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2 Of Vain curioſi Fry. 
ſion, with, It i not for you te nom the ines 2 eſons, which the 
AI ) . Father bath put ing hog 8 1 le Paul tells 
the 10 alonians, ſe 155 —.— leſs for — 
But of the times and ſea * Brethren , you no need, that 
heb 5. 1. i Witte you. Even 2 ave ſometimes a ffronger dehre 
to to the times, . * time. Hath not the know- 
ledge of many lain in ho fooliſh —_ unitarned queſtions, 
2 Tim. 2.23. which the Apoſtle bids Timothy to avoid, becauſe t tend to 
a frifes'» On! rake heed % for The future. ft 
cuil an job Vanity. Man iswvain ¶ ſaith one) ber be would be wi * 
11. 12. bis line, or in thing above him, not in things #bont bim, 0 
hin. It is a ſis that we are naturally ne too. Man 2 725 
Theſe that defines: (at the me uurhor elt io forbidden viſab 
pry. inte the aud his deſire is ſeverrtimes ſtronger 105 it i f e 
— than us it is viſdome. This is « — very pro voking Unto | 
y 
fear what To pry into, ærcana imperij the myſteries of cheir government. 
Aan met is ſo unto Princes, No wonder that God hath been 4 conſuming 


ich ; and. fire cu 
thoſe that pry — — have een (0 bold * darin Phaetons, 


into the ſe- 


e e 
crets of divine — ae 


iet what untoſobriety.” iT — the ſooret 
Funden met um, yat they, that fear him, , s 
with. Bacon? nor fearch zutõ his ſberets. CIs 


— 6 os 83 nie pr 
12215 
} 


— rake gn ee 5 2 7 ai L. 
E 
col-s. 18. „hieb eme I. ſeen, being ' vainly 
There Þ& tale the ſane r | 
well a Ne und 192 


SE ya, Fe 


ed: 7 
— 12. 16 . 
Rom. 11. 33 · ble; but rather 


| Rar. 5. 2. r yen che dg? W 


» 


Of Ignargence: 3 | 


2 ——— 
the Boo, wher — —— — 2 AT — tame 
— — they may nog fo muck as untye the claſps A bold 1 eff plur 
enquiry here is not more irreverent, than full of danger. When /cire cup/as, 
men walk.on fieep. places, they ute: ſubject to fall: ſo here, by gu fri, 
— with bigh things, an er rum, pen bereſie, 33 quickly in- 
nnn r l 27 e ls 8 8 

2. Inorance; 1 da not ſay, tale heed of ! Neſcience, oſ not 
knowing thoſe things, 12 you are not Rays to know, or 
have not means to know z in the former Section | have cauti- 
oned you againſt ſack ſctexce ; - But heware of Ignorance, of not 
knowing what'yau ivght to knom, and what yo baue man to 
know. Hach not this been your fig-3\ Hath not Feſar Cbriſt 
come in flaning fire againſt this fit? O that ĩt may be ſyour hn 
no more ! What Hit yet nothing to yo, that your Souls 
ſhould remain as Lantherus without Canales in them? ls ic 
— — SD to ant eye fgbt,:co have blind: Souls? $0 Eph. 4. 18. 


by the god o this world? Have: yd mind as jet to berfroed Cen, 
2 — Satan doth indeed ſometimes tra — 


be 
from 
him{el, an Angel of light ; but he aluayes loves to dwell in a cant. 
dark honſe, in an ignorant Soul: Though bis Name be a, Azjuay . 
ho i 
kn 


Azaiaſt Iguo- 
rances 


t 
7 into ng 
but much knowledge himſelf, yet he hates and binders Jauer. Ina- 

knowledge in men - He knows; hediactrnone more fafl, than ITT 

thoſe chat iye zn the dark Dungeon uf Ignorance, bound in the fs 
- chains of darkneſs. i» itciorking eb you; to continue ſtill fax 
nanght, withour any goodneſs in your hearts? As che mind is, 
0 is the man. Fitbout Cennet heart is not. good. _ any Prov. 19. :- 
to ty Fhbuph — yet mine heut is gad, is as if one 
8 onld dp, Fhiowgh: am bm,” yet min. cer ate gd. Thoſe 

that had ene leo in the hend, wert tobe judged nneleun. 15 

ir nothing to y ou, ill ta remain vſeleſa unq ot bers 2: 418 it no- 
thing te you, to be even in ſich tim s «5 cheſe, without an in- 
[thre .d d, hungen from he e of Gad through ignirance, 10 Eph. 4. 8. 
as houe f ous vers ci tumſali doyeprovyailruickfous Is , 
0 4 — 


g (o you: to congimid 44 oplewbat ye 4. 14. 
underſlumd ino, (hall not only flamble, but fl, i. en totally pe- 
rim. O ye ignorant Profeſſors 1" thegreat 4% df Cad wrathifis Rev. 6, 17, 
—— — ow will ye h te Hιν O that yu Det 
luer the things, 'thardodong toyinr pur, Before t ius eανẽI m Luc. 19. 4. 
ches B 2 3. Erroww, 


the contents of quid fe » 


erheGoſpe! tin bs aua fo many et Souls, Minded 2 Cor. 4. 3, 4- 


1 


> 


4 Erna. 


0 „Tran Take herd mot only of not apfprobindirig, but pf 
1 God end the dhingt of God. Hath not this 


. 
3 been your fin / Have not your apprehenfions concerning 
been very erroneous 2 Have not ſome Profeſſors thought, Ti 

there is no God, nor Dexil, nor Heaven, nor Hell, but what 
is within us ö IEng equally. of God, and 
agreeable to his will? O! Be not alwayes deceived concerning 

Hp * rh&-Providence.of God, his M hip, his Vini try, his Houſe, his 

Brook. a Satam Diſcipline in his bouſe, e. Is it nothing to you, to be under 

 wiles* the Gentiles heavy and dreadſul Plague, to be given up to à ra- 

Rom, 1. 26; , probate mind, a mind void of judgement, a mind diſalloved, re- 

© jeliedy and alhurred ef God; a mind; that all bare cauſe ta be 

I cor. 3 11, aſhamed vf N ls it nothing to you, to ſuſſe laſo in Gods refining 

12, 13, 14, 15, fire f ls it nothing to yon, ſtill to enterta in that whoriſy woman, 

that hath caſt donn many, wounded many, yea ſlain many, many 
ftrom men, many great men, many learned men, yes many 

2 Thel, 3. —_— — —  — CC — 

11, 12,” © © Gods (ending upon you fax deluſions, ot (as che 

ene 5 J— — that re. be- 
deen he, the ye of lyes, is. P. at you May be damned? 
fy n der theſe hints, and thoſe 
u have in the Goſpel glaſs, chap. 9. and not d and 

| yous guard, againſt every Errour in Religion? 
is to the whole kind. [It fad to ſramn an ane Er- 
rour, and to ſmile om another. Gideon bad —— and 
d all tis rel. One 


Judg: 8. 13. 
ake wer, 


01 Do not erre, iy beloved Bretbren. — 
, of that aud -Curiofity I have y 
- The meek, or humble (as the word 
1 
LU 
Fi e theſes 
. ? 
he heard = voice anſiveriog , E. | 
in Errem is Diabolical,- It were 
to the . 
; ! 2991 


f Pnteachebleneſs. | 5 

Tak&heed of be ing dontentious againſt che truth, and diſobedi- 

ent go the truthy when made known unto you : yea take heed 

of & voluntar iſoneſs, and an affected lazineſs, as to 
bing out ol Truth, which cannot but expoſe a man to Er- 


for. Truth doth. commonly, keep ſo much State, as not to , Tim. 6. 10. 
al ber felf.coany, but thoſe who ſtudiouſly ſeek her. Take 


Rom. 2.8. 


heed alſo of Covetonſneſs, In a word, be careful to ſubdue all | N 
your inordinace afſections; for they are of great force to ſway 1 
the judgement. 


4. . Take heed of unwillingneſs to get clear Againſt Un- 
and right.apprehenfions of God. Hath not this been your ſin ? teachableneſſ. 
Have not ou been not only ignorant and erroneous, but unwil- 


ſome light hath broke in upon you, you have af liked to retain x 
, Have you not wilfully rejeGed knowledge ? 8 


efore rejected you ? Have not you cajt off Hol. 4. 6. Sce 
Bur. on the . 


place: : J 
a 


Have not you even ſtudiad tobe inn, of God ? Have not you Regi 6 
— Soy for wnteaching F . Humane inventions, in Hoſ. * * 
the ip of God, which kept. out of the Land of Ifrael the | 
knowledge of God. ? No wonder that God hath 4 controverſie 
with the Land, no wonder that God is contending with Exlis 
Profeſſors in a way of judgement z no wonder if there be no 
peacein E to him that goetb aut, andeometh in, but great 
vexations on all the Inbabitants, God vexing Py oth all, . 
* | i 3 , X ity 2 * 


8 


| Of reſting in « Form of Knowledge. 

ſty * $6 it was with' Hal in the like coſe, Tſrge! wor withont the 
trie God, le the tiue worthip of God, and without „ teach. 
ing Friet, and in thoſe times there was no peace, e. No wonder 
that God hath made us to ſee, ſeeing we would not ſee: No won. 
nt. der chat God is departed from us, ſeeing we have ſaid, at ſeaſt in 
Job 21.14: Our hearts,” Depart, for we deſre not the knowledge of thy %. 
ee Brin-y on Your Ignorance hath much incenſed God againſt you; but your 
Job 22. 21. Dntedchableneſymuch more. O] acquaint now thy ſelf with hint. 
beſęech you v, now that the hand of God is out againſt 
our (elves, in ſome kind orother; now that che hand of God 
1s much heavier upon others; nom acquaint your ſelnes with hin 
now of never; now, or elſe he will not he ar peace with you, und 
geo will not come unto you. Let it not alwayes be ſaid, They 
pA 2. 3. kes not, neither will they underſtand, they walk on in darknefs 

O! unto reeding and bearing, add praying, that you may 
only be Book-taught, but God-taught: You need not aſcent 19 
into Heaven, to bring Chriſt down above, nor to deſcend int» 


. Kom. 1.6. the deep, to bring wp Chriſt from the dead, that you may be g- 


quainted with him; the Word is nigh you, which being read, 
Joha 17. 3. heard, and prayed over, will giveyou'that knowledge of God 
ard Chriſt, which ij 9 W 
Againſt reſt- $5. Reſting in à Form of Knowledge. The word fighifieth the ſhew 
ing ina Form x 10 appearance, the lmqe of Knowledge. Hath not this been your 
| — ſin / Have not you affected the reputation of knowledg,more than 
— 0. therealtyol knowledg?Hath not the Name been better eſteemꝰd 
Mop bens, by you, chan the Thing ? Have not you ſatisfied your ſelves wich 
Enn, Heſyc. à dark and confuſed knowledge ? Hath not your Abt been dark- 
ſwidas. neſs ? The wiſdane from Lr Rare, and therefore eledr and 
Jam 3:17: ahi. Havenot you arisfiet your ſelves with & fapleſtknow- 
> cor: 2: 14: edge, without the ſavgur, that is in ſaving knowledge / Know- 
It is tearmed {edge in Scripture doth connore affection and that, which car - 
by the ſchog l ĩeth not the heart and affections with it, deſerveth not the 
men, ſapids name of Knowledge; and theteſore thoſe; that did not the 
ſcienia, or and love. God, are ſaid, nit to H Go "Have not you ſurie- 
3 * fed your ſelves without an experimental 8 of God, of 
_—_— the exerciſe of his Power, Wiſdome, Ge Merey, Oe, 


for your eternal welfare, in working eſſectualſy upon your 
hearrs, by bj Word and Spiric P' Have got Jeu (atisfied your 


Jer: 10: 13: Knowledge, and attions according to Ignoranc ws to de kr 
: . fs. * "in 


Faith, chat f required in the firff Commandement, in al] 5 


of ined growing in ples 


aye. niwledge.” Have not you ſet up your reft, in, ſuch zknows- 
En, making men live pedceably, humbly, obedi- 
, us ſaving knowledge doth ? This kind 
— —.—— fem of knowledge, without the truth, ſab- 
fance, and reality of knowledge; as mon 8 is the Tim: 22 4 
appearance of godlinefs , without the power of godlineſs. The ,,, © 
knowledge Ouddeabiorcoaltin » few-bavres cotlans con- — 
cerning God, \which'do not render us better in our lives, or dum & fed. 
Biker unto God. He knew no fin, in Paul; is in Peter, He did n. 
no fin. To depart from evil, is mnderfidnding. 'They have a good un- — * 
derfianting,' that do bis Commandenents. Jofiah was ftrift in per- PAY 
forming his known duty, And wes not this, to know me, ſaith Jer: 22,16: 
the Lord 7 heh as do not ama e to righteouſneſs," (the Greek 
as elrighteonſly) . that do not give their minds and 79 
d coHighteouliieſs, they haue not! the knowledge of God. cor: 15: 34: 
Have not you ſatisfied your ſelves, without knowing Gad in and 
h Chriſ + Here let it be minded, that the Object of that fa S 


h. þ: 10 


doch Arm and refech, inward and on %rd, is God in 
Chriſt, or later eſt in God la and through Chriſt. The Deity, 
Father, Jon, and Spirit, is the utihme Object; but Jeſus 
God dwelling in fleſh, is the more immediate Object 8 
thereof. Chrifi leads us by the hand; and we are ſaid by-Ghrift Pg 
ty believe on God, that our Farb might be in God: But have you 
everhadi fra und intuitive fight of Jeſus Chriſt in his glory, Shepb:ard on 
on en og „ nor oni from his works, nor only from the parable of 
bire Kerer of the Word, bat ſtom che Spirit 2- Have you 7e % el: 
uk bebeld ſuch a glory in Chriſtsperſon,. as hath cauſed you — = 4: * 
to eſteem —.— all his gory: a5 your 2 — and on- 
'gobd' Naeh God ever given you the: the knowledge of 2 cor: 4: 6. 
b | En to of aſus Chrift 3 ifnot,. you muſt — v 
| er che noti om of {ynorance ; and be 
2 you he reſtleſs aſter à clear, diffind, 
experiment al, alive Knowledge of God in Chrif. 
in Knowledge. Is not ſaving knowledge © grow- Againſt not 
n and incredfings of the waters of Sowing in 
E an uſds /- Hase not che beſt ſat rege eise. 
3 knwwl ? ive 4; ke 


1 
fr 


1 mediately, by 
of mediate teaching, by 
the 


| of not growing in Knowledge: 
the minifiry of man, or by the Scriptures? As for ſuch, whats 


they. Alt- 


ate Altq: 
2 4 fab 


1 cor: 8: 2: 


John 17. 3. © Lif 


wy 


2 Pet: 37 18. 


Luc: 2: 40: 
Phil: 3: 12, 
13, 143 
of q \ 'appr ane 
tb, which are behind; aud reaching forth & 4 
. before; Tpreſs tow aid the'marky Og, Would you, | 
take away all your talents 1 Take heed then ol, 


of negleBing to tithe uſe of Knowledge: 
increaſe them. Then ſpall yer know, if yee follow on to know 
the Lord. The pa of th Juſt is as ihe Jnby br, 365 Bot 6. 2 

neth more and more, till i Day * He (Aich one) cht Pro, 15 
e hath the /eaft ſaving acquaintance wich God, hath enougli t 
ce make him than ful; but he that hath the af, hath not e- 
cc nough to make him idle. | 

7. Negledling tomake uſe of Knowledge. Hath not this been 4gainft nit ma + 
your fin? Hath not the habit of knowledge layn dead in your &"g Ae of 
Souls? Hath it not been an uſeleſs and an unprofitable thing, £9 /*44e- 
both as to your ſelves, and others? O that ic may be your fin 
no more! Be not ſatisfied wich having Lights, or Lamps, but 
Let your Lights be bur ning, or ſhiaing. Make uſe of your know- 
ledge,for the heating of your affe&ions, for the ſtirring up deſires 
after God, love to God, delight in God, hatred of fin, feur of of- 
fending God, Gr. As the Spouſe, Ne i; altogether lovely + This Cant. 5. 18. 
is my Beloved, Let the knowltage of wiſdome be into yum Sour, an 

Honey, that is good, anit the Honey* comb, which is ſweet ume the Prov.24.13,14 
taft. Make uſe of your knowledge for the guiding of your thoughts 
words and allions. Let wiſdome you in every ſtep you take. „% 5 22 
Ask of your knowledge continually, what ſaith the Rufe? what 
doth the Word of God require?” Make uſe of your know 
in bearing witneſs to truth, for which you \caure into this World. John 18. g5, 
When you come to appear for an 2 truth, let not your 
knowledge be to ſeek. Make uſe of your know for the 

preſerving of your Souls from theoretical and practical miſcariages. 

Feet ws re 15 beware leſt yee alſo be led away with the er- 

'rour of the wicked. 1f you will male ute of your knowledge, you 2 Ter. 3. 16. 
have Gods promiſe for preſervation from ſnares in judgment, Tov. 2. 11. 
and defilements in practice: The Devil ſhaſl not undermine ou 
by policy, nor overcome you by power. Make uſe of your know- 
ledge. for the good of others. One great end of knowledge is to 


Luc. 12. 3s. 


communicate k ledge. And indeed (as one well obſerves) 
to know for our own and others good is the only good knowledge. To 


rejed the difettions of knowledge, as well as the means of know- 

ledge is to rejed knowledge. And hath not God therefore reje- k. onHol. 4.6 
Ted you? I's not reckoning with his wicked, becauſe 
ful ſervants, for letting their Talents He un- improved? Vea, is 


not this rence hace ment tun any outwur 

mne under J Is ic not an eviderice of à Souls bein Jones goa 
of ſlumber, to have nb more uſe of its ge, wage Ia. 29. 10. 
4 C afl:op 


bade Of vain PREFER den 0 
allep hrh 0 th? Not to uſe is all ane as net to have knowledge. 
that bat 


b not, i, e. that doth not mike ule af, wat he hach, 
| heb beve, ybat be þath, 2 Kemi to have, See es hac 


3 1 3.L I, 393 Tp dy FR | 4 a "It 1 
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Chap. Il. The miſe carriages oppo ſote to ay God » 
15 The A ſeenting AG of Faith; 


Againſt cre- Tan Credulity. Hath not this been your ſinꝰ Have not 

dulity. you been; ſo ſimple as to believe every word, pretending 

Prov. 14. 15- 6 8 8 from God, 7 Have not you been ready to beartzen to falſe 

* *- Teachers ? Though God hath ſaid, Take bed: what you hear : 
_ 2 - Beware of falſe Prophets : Hearken not unto the words of - the 
Jer. 23. 16, Prophets, that propheſie unto you, they 22 vain, they 17 

mag . 13 7 E » Take beed, beware of. the leauenof t 

of the leadan of Herod; yet. bom faul. hardy and 

C . 8 you been ? O che ſad conſequences of this ſool⸗ 

hardineſs ! Eve loſt all by hearing one Sermon ſrom the mouth 

of the Serpent. Julian the We in his Apoſtaſie by hear 

ED 22 the Sophiſter. others, yes your own harmę, 

beware. O] come notany more neer the door of 

gon fe J e 2 7 7 the dead ate there, and i hat 

a 2 5 re are init Hell? Say not, you mut try all 
Prov. 9. os thi endo 2 . ted to prove all things in the A Ap .- 
z Theſ. s. 21. ſtles ſeale ; the Doctrines, hat Chtiſts own Miniſters tench 

chem they faßt bring do the couch ſtode of che Words Bur be 

1 Kubad venture te teſt of every bog end glaſs i a Apvrhhe- 
1 carigs. hop, WaN D meet with popſon, than with nurriment. 

Wee net vun been ready: toreceive andrejed Dofirines, before you 

bave-rought, then to the touch-flone and ballance of the Sandinary, 

a be tryed? Before you receive or reject a piece of gold, you 

— — the taueh·toneito try Nhethet it de good mettal, or no, 

1 2 10 7 whether 3t-ba might, or = — 

1 — 2 eriwiſe w tines you have beard 2 

* — — Hath your ear 2 tha words, that have ſounded therein? The 

Original word ſor an car (as an. excellent Expoſitor obſer tes) 

angel the dual Number, fignifteth a pair of hallanees,to note, 

chat we. ſpould not only haas, but weigh. But haue net pon received 
Dobrines upon truſt ! Have not ſome given an a ſo edence 

5 neee S006 a Conpce{} Haye not athers to 2 

God. 


* 
- 


9 22 
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of ſinful Incredulity. Ls 
and the other ſingular perſon, if a learned Man, or -a pigus | a, if 

a Paſtor, or a Teacher, eſpecially, if pretending the ſpirit Ke 

velat ion? But what faich the Apoſtię ? Me heſcech you, wy af . 
that hee be not ſoon (haken-in mind, or be trouble ne when by (pi. * **© r 

rit, nor by word, nor by letter, asfrom us; not by ſbirit thaſe that 

pretend propbetical revelations, nor word, thoſe that, plead 55 

tions; nor letter, thole that urge forged records. It was the B eres 

ans commendation, that they, would not truſt Faul von, his — 
word, but tryed his Potirine by the Scriptures. 4 zt Joi lf. 4 * 
rejeded Vodrines upon | truſt ? It is as dangero 9 00 ich. one.). £8 

refuſe, as to receibde, what we Sages Laganeta No wonder 2 chry. 12. 84 
that we, that have been ſo res ale our e . 1 to — $ 
Men, be given — to ſo ſoar a bond Wir hr ſervants, ® ſome | 


that they may Aro 2 t x nc ae of Cer for — 
the Country i. er, That Meg ne, 
them: the bondage of che — 2 Fo der. Aſh on 2 Chr: 


that this may be your fi fin no more „ hycheu 1 ec 150 long- .. 30.8. 
er willing to be the ſervants f Men, ſeeing one is your 1 ſafier, 1 Cor. 7, 23. 
which is Chriſt ? mat, 23. 10. 


a. Sinful e eng of 15 «full per; yg Incre- 


Gaal n Of any; ypoyg a divin Hebre 1 
the Greeks, the Ls tine AY it er 245 3h 111 ee 
Lering; or giving cred any. think al; / fare me Al Credere, flew 


the le among Turkgavd, | Hearbey 13 t alas ! ate ijot too ma: 3 
ny found in the e Fa 1. The raclites. 8 Is men 22 U 


people * neſs zule c cipere. 
ed. Nt Lec 1 55 for 05 0 5 | 

2 = irwat God irgud what Cote of tm 
God faith ? One fp fn coves from. rai ſore, ; — — 


for who would fin, did he ibeg verityb ove (Ft: there Reg God, 


NN all, 70 5 175 all? 22 5 0 7760 . 
1050 os 8 0 ae. 7255 
5 5 8 5 4 11 5 G 
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12 of finful Tucredulity. 
Are not we Rill guilty of not believing what God i? Do not we 
— * not expreſly, yet conſequenttally Gods abſolute dominion 

mand us: che goodneſs as well as rig neſs ot the law 

of God, by Which we'oughr to be ruled: that he is the rear - 
der of them that diligently ſeeke him, and the evenger of bis ad- 
verfaries; thar be ſees our thoughts afar off, and that our greateſt 
ſerrets are ndked and open to, anatomized, and diſſedled Sire his 
eyes: that he is good, yea the chief good 2 re not we ſtill gail- 
of not be what God ſaith, which of us ivy e fully per- 
aded chat our loffes ol Chriſt ſhall We wade up with the 


n0 Man thr bath J Houſe, or Parents, or Brethren, or Wife, 
1 Children fir the Ko ets of Gods ſake;who ſhall not receive me 
at time: He ſhall (acc g to Matthew) re- 
boy ed fold 7 Which of us yet believes that God will 
. we lay ont for his poor ſervants, becauſe he 
Prov. 19. 19. Nd, He that bath. ity on the poor, lenderh to the Lord, and 
IT which be hath gi en, will he pay him again? Which of us 
et believes, that if we will be Chriſts witneſſes, none of the 
1 Al 152 fo layenns; beruſe he hith fall, yee fl be 


Wy Nees AM. 2 us rer 
We Men 1 7 


Id of God nd 
E. Pee h ew aid, wo 17 her Nen ſpall revile 


Mat. 3. 11. . and ſha 17 of evil againft you - 


Ma. 10 2 


Names (ke ? 0e lic indeed apt 87. — 1 

ale 45 eg the . 

— 81 1 aks 3 bue the Apolt tells us, 18 ey 

2s, 1. 164. of God in works, 4s well as im Word; and certainly denisl in 
$ is hy ss zeſt denial, and manifeſts chat our affirming 

wie 25 h in words 100 but meer ife that we do biie 


Pſal. 73,35 


com pared * if 


Gad vit 1 825 and lie unto him with our tongues. Are 
nor. w 


ty of to per our heatts more and 

more efabl in del God's, what God is 5 
"what God faich ? Is ndt entation, and fhould | 

| be a lamentation ? br ee t . 
ſeeing it is not only e . but che cauſe of all 


4 our her b th ſhalned 


ke 
ere bat is Gods CES 


putacion if de Wend 2 Unbelief takes away 


with v. 40,41. 


1 } 


S 


of Unſetledneſs in Religion. 13 

it mokes him of no credic in the World, it makes him a lyar. By Joha 3. 
unbelief wemrrempe to make the faith of God, i. e. his faichfal- $005” 
nels, of none effed. O] repent, repent that God, who is no debtor 

to you, who was never worſe then his word, hath ſo little credit 

with you, who proteisto be his ſervants, his chilaren, his ſponſes. 

No wonder that we are kept in the Wilderneſs, yes in a manner 

brought back into Egypt.; We may thank our unbetief for thut- 

ing us out of Canan.  T hey conld not enter in becanſe of unbe- geb: 3. 192 
lief. No wonder chat Gods promiſes, the only fohd grounds 

ot comfort in times of eryal, do-nor, cannot, comfort us : vas! py.,q; 15: 
they have no credit with us, We faint, becauſe we believe not. 
0 that this fin may be your fm no more] Take heed, brethren, 

leſt there be in any of you for the future an evil heart of unbelief in 


3 


the lui thereby God be provoked to Hebr: 3: 12: 
t further and further ſrom you, until he leſt you to- 
ard findlly.. = 
3 Unſetledne(s'in Religion Hath not this been your fin, yea, Ag4inft un- 


Who believes without wavering, wit hout Jerle daf. 
any fear leſi the contrary ſhould prove true ? Are not you trou- 
bled with a Vert; in your Heads, a giddineſs in your underfland- 
ings? Have nor ſome thought ſecprieiſme very tollerable 2 Rath . Corzré: 12: 
not the Apoftle ſaid, tand faſt in the faith : Be eftabliſhed in the gol: 2 6515 ; 
faith,as you have been tanghr,c.Beware left any ſpoyle you through 2 Theſta: 2: 
philoſophy and vain deceit : be not ſoon ſhaken in mind? And yet 
have not many been for an Academica! and Pyrrbonian demur — rr. 
and dubicarion concerning Scripture Revelations ? Have not g — oY ; 
more been actualſy carried abont, as wheels, as chaff, as waves, as 
clouds, with every wind of dofirine ? Have not you turned round, 
as wheels, with the times and places, where you lived? Have not 
you been eee dun; now of this mind, then of that, embra- 
1 ollowing thoſe opinions, and ways, which the times 
have fmiled upon Have not you been whir!d about by the times, 
as chaff hy the wind? Have not you been wavering, 45.4 weve of Jam: 1: 2: 
the See, which is never ſtanding ſtill, if there be any wind ſtir- 
ring? Have not ſome af you been carried quite round about 
the Card and Compals, as the Clouds of the Aire are from one 
quarter of the Heaven to another? Have not you been thus 
carried about with divers and ſtrange Dodirinet, with Doctrines Hebt: 13. 9. 
differing from the truth, and ſtrange to the Seriptures of the Old 
und New Teſtament? Are not you yet uneſtablimhed, yea, are - 
= 7 > 5 © 


- 


| Luan is fallen, is fallen, L e. 


of Vnſetledneſs iu Religion. 
not you caxeleis in ſeeking after eftabliſhment ? Are not you ſtil 


' eyen indiflerent whether, you, pray to God to eftablifh you, as 
' David did, Jes, ot no 


hether you enjoy the Sacrament of the 
Lord Supper (that heart-eſtabliſping Ordinance) duly admini- 

ed, yea, or no? Whether you continue fellomſbip with eftab- 
liſh:d Chriſtians, yea, or no? Do not you ſtill ſtagger at the pro- 
miſes of God, vix. that God will be « Sun and a Shield, and up goad 
thing will he with · hold from them that walk uprightly: that . 
all as certainly tall, and that utgers 
ly, as if (he were ſo fallen already: that there fhal/ be a reſurre- 


* Gon of the dry bones, & Do not you ſtil diſpute the promiſes in 


0 .ſhqac ?, Heng al 


Gen: 49 4: 


Jam: 1: 8: 


Col. 2. 8. 


Ne ſit, qui vas 


depradetur. 
Beza in loc. 


mare 3: 5: 


* 


your thoughts? Do not you ſtil doubt whether God will be as 
ood as his word, and that becauſe of the difficulties that lie 


21 i the way ? All Faggering at the promiſes. of Gpdiis from une: 
WM... He 


flaggered not at tbe premiſe a God through unbelief. Is not 


thisalſoa mitter of julf and deep Lamentation to ſee o many 


Proſeſſors, ſome of which were formerly looked 1078 as ſober 


and ſtayed Chriſtians, now reeling and  feggering.C ike . 
Men) to and Ale, e hilt is ae the wind 
.blows?.ſhould Chon e Nassen upon the 
lee other th t ee much more if friends, toſſed 


upon the:waves,: —.— rocks and quick ſ«nds, ready to periſh 


every momentz might ĩt not be preſume that it would affect, 
the flintieſt heart among you ? and can you lee the ſouls of your 
brethren and. (ifters, thus toſſed to and fro withou trouble to 
your. own fouls? , BY. 4445 hd ſtands faſt and any 7 upon the 
Il your. heart: A rl And chat! will hee 

not pity. your own unftable ſools? Is ĩt nothing to you, to be 
under Reubens reproach ? Unſtable as water, thou ſhalt not excel. 
1 e g ei Man 7 A, in 2 ifs 225 Are not you in 
danger of. being utter ruined in our. of: .t Thy > 

us 8 upon all the World, te ty) 2 dwell upon onr 1205 
Are nos you in danger of being ſhayled, of e 11 

Ol your unbelieving ſtaggerings grieve the heart of real: 

The Holy Ghoſt, N of che unbelieving Jews, tos 1 ug pe 
1 1 4 e or abe Ravel s of their Ae 


Ve yours bor 55 mi ef 2 der that G I 215 
J. 1 11 * 

"H with ,. 77 l . 45 70 8 10 

kind... Ochat hens i A e 3 2 77 toſſed to and 
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Of refting in. 4 Dead Faith. 15 


| and carried about with every wind of Doftrine, by the fleight- | 
2 and cunning craſtineſs, whereby they lye in vaſt to — FH Pau 
O! Be not carried about with divers and runge Dotirines for it i 266; fe. 
4 good thing that the heart be eitab/iſhed with grace Be reſtleis, Hebr. 13. 9. 
tial che Word come unto you in much aſſurance : Be reſtleſs, till 1 Theſ. 1.5: 
you have attained unto all the riches of the full aſſurance of under- "0014955 
ſtanding, to the acknowledgement of the myjiery of God, &c. Seek Col. 2. 2. 
-heart-eltsbbſhmenc from God, for your felves and others, as 

Peter doth, Now the God of all grace, &c. makg you perfect, ſta - 1 peter g. 10. 
bliſh,. firengthen you ; And David, Stabliſh me with thy free Spi; Pla. 51, 12. 
rit. Neglect neither the Word, nor Sacrament, adminiſttęd 

aſter the right order. O Forſcke not the aſſembling. of our chr. 10. 25: 
ſelves together, as the manner of ſome is. Trees ſtand ſurer in the 

Wood 01 Grove,. where they haye company, than in the Field, 

where they ſtand alone. 

4. Reſting in @ Dead Faith. Hath not this been your fin 2 Againſtreſt 
Ha ve not you ſatisfied your ſelves with a Faith, that is but the ing in a D. ad 
carkaſs of ſaving believing ? The Apoſtle, in making mention h. 
ofa dead faith, alludeth to a corps, or a drad plant, which, have 73 8 i 7. 
only an autward ſimilitude and likeneſa to thoſe which are li- 
ving · Saving belief is an aſſent wrought.in the Soul, by, the ſandify+ 
ing Spirit, and built upon a Divine Teſtimony. But. iz not our be 
lief, the eſſect of natural reaſon, further enlightned (at molt } Foy 
by the afſjiance of the * Bo not. we remain unſandlifi — 5 Dire- 
notwithttanding our believing ? Nhoſaever believes that. Jeſus —— FIN 
i4 the Chriſt is born of God. Have we any further affurance of what 1 John 5: 1: | 
we believe, than that which Reaſun ſuggeſts ? Were ever the 
things believed, evident to. any ſpixitual ſenſe wichin uss 
Faith is the evidence things nat ſeen. Is.n tour belief. ground» Hebr: 1112 
ed only upon an humane ceſtimony ? We call that g Divine Te 
Nimony, ( faich one of the Veſtern Worthies ) which is given by White, &c: p. 
the Spirit of: God, to that Spirit which is within a regenerate perſon; 9519" *© 
28 ſaich he) unte any teftimony two things are required; Firſt, 

| Wan eping-andpreſenting that which & to be credited or be- 
lieved. Seqondly, Au ability in bim, to. whom it is witneſſed, ta 
* it ; otherwiſe the. propoſing «ny thing. by diſcourſe to a 
beat, that wants reaſon to underitand. ſpeech,. or the relating of any IA 
thing to a man, that hath reaſon, in tbe Greek tongue, wha un- * 
deritan ae fo Englilh ,. no teſtimony, no more than it 

khr cannot haar: Nerger, ti aße g Divine 


© © teſtimony, 


4 Man, 


of reſting in 4 Dead Faith. 

. teftimony, there muſt be both Gols tetifyityg unto man, and alſo a 
mind in bim able to underſtand that Kevelation. Firſt, The Spirit 
Taten os the ge ee, any vifhle hje® Nee , There 

ved, as the light s any viſible objed. Next, 7 

mut be in that many à light — 2 bis heart, (which the 
Aipojile cd!ls, An underſtanding to know him, that is true _) a 
the light or viſnal. faculty is planted in the eye , or * he cannot 
comprehend that light, that ſhines unto him, —— The evidence 
then, which « true believer hath of any truth of God, which he em- 
breceth, i the manifeſting of that trath unto the Spirit, not only 4 
<form of words, to the natural underſtanding , but beyond that, by 
# kind of demonſtration unto the ſpiritual mind; as the evidence f 

any object to the eye , i by the ſhining of the light upon it, whic 
takes it to appear to be ſuch as it is. This kind of teſtifying, or evi- 
-Rom: 9: 16: * dencing things, in a ſpiritual way, the Apoſtle calls, The wir- 
WERE nefling of Gods Spirit, with our Spirit, ment toning expreſly tro 
Spirits, whereof, if eit ber be wanting, there can be no Divine te- 
ffimony. But is riot our belief grounded upon the teſlimony of 
Reaſon, upon the conſonancy of Scripture-· revelations to right 
Reaſon? And is not the teſtiony of reaſon an humane teſtimo- 
ny ? Yea, Do not we believe upon an humane teſtimony, hen 
we believe anything written in the Scriptures, for the tefting- 


m ofthe Scriptures, If that we believe the Scriptures them- 
ves, upon the general conſent of the Church, or upon the proba- 
bility and —_— the things therein delivered, or upon the 


0bſervation of the theſe 9 things, which all 
* make up but an humane teſtimony? This the ſame learned and 
"White, ce: pe judicions Divine proves thus, The aſſent unto one thing for 
$899; be another, is built upon that, to which we firſt give our af- 
ce ſent: as aftone in a wall, choughit lyes immediately upon 

te tharftone, that is next under it, yet it is indeed ſupported 

© by the foundation, which bears up all che building. We 

ſay, we do believe; bat is not our Aﬀerit without ſutable 17 6 

ons upon our bearts, and —_—_— carriage in our lives? 

Baxter Di- Doth che reality of Gods being believed; make us look upon 
vine Liſe, on Out ſelves, and alt clings, nothing without God, as nothing in 
John 17:3: compariſon of God; and to let the beeing and reality of our hve, 
defire, and endeavours,” be let out upon the moſt rea? and trun- 

ſeendenit Beeing ? Dotfi the belief of Gods Unity, cotitruct and 

mite our ſtragling aſſectione, and call them home from = 

ar ious 


— 


of refting in a Deud Faith. 
N Vanity? Doth the belief of Gods Inmenſity and Incom- 


prehenſibility, fill our Souls wich admiration? Noth the belieſ 

(Gods krernity, -draw aur Souls ſcomotrunſit o ta eternal 
things? Doch the belief of Gods Simplicity, make ustin love! 
with holy fimplicity ? Doth the belief of Gods Imiſbility; make 


us moſtly effeem and value things inviſible ? Doth che belief of 


Gods Immmtability , beget in us | unchangeable reſolutions ſot 


God? Poch che belief = Gd, Almightineſi;; ll ugootnuel- 


ly wich holy fear, and promote rain iu hiowd Dach the! belief 


of Gods Wiſdome, make us delight in the wiſdome which is from 
above, and to chooſe God for our Teacher and Caunſellour  Doth 
the belief of Gods Goodneſs, fill our Souls with a ſuperlative love 
unto God, and indu/trious defires to be conformed to bis goodneſs 
in our meaſure 2 Doth the belief of adi Holneſs, cauſe us to 
have moſt high and honourable efleems of bolineſs in the crea- 


tyre, and to ſall in lane with it, and wholly cenfam our felveg -- 


to Gods holigeſs.in Chriſt ? Doth the belief of Gods Truth and 
Faithfulneſs, make us reſolved for duty, and an holy life , ſeeing 


the commands of God are ſer iauc, and the promiſes and threats. ; 


true? The true and ſound aſſent to any Divine Rey elati 


ſtanding to the aſſectians, and ſo ta the converſation. True 

the truth of Gods promiſes, fillꝰd with ſuch things as he doth 
and ſeeing God hath de che 
able only in wayes of obedience, 
is — he doth not deſire the end. Certaialy, if aur aſſe 
doth not, cannot act, no more than a; deed body can riſe 
and walk, it is! 
one well obſerves.) Faith is dead wit 
ont works is dead. T here is ».differenc 
tions, as there is between thoſe, A mum wit baut mation is des 
and « man is dead wit haut motion. Works are not the canſe, that 
give life to Faith; but yet they are the eſedi, that argue life in 
Faith. Faith is not alwayes like Huey but yet it is alwayes 
kuing, and operations dhe necefry In of Fe O1 W 

cauſe have we to repent of our dead'F aith 2: what}; Shall it 
alwayes remain dead ? Take heed, I beſeech you, not only of 
| D ſetting 


attaiſi- 


. . . eth a c | den 1 ö | 
he tag ets: dah nals rnd om he nes 
4 
and right Obedience, cannat be ſeparazed; tor. he that believes 
7 
if he negle& chas means. WE Ont 
ie is but a dead faith... The Apoſtle doth not ſay (as - 


N works, but Faith with+ Manon on 
g between theſe predica - Jam: 2: 20; 


17 


of Refuſing Gal. 
reſt in « Knew but in a Faith, falſely — 
4 7 — longer wich 
—— Faith, antremalning dfiewe of — 
d corruptions ,” and 

= Ing —_ Tos 
tyut e 45 or ; 
ho ie bot. te Fab. Thus effene thee Gur wer 
| | will not ſuppreſs fear, when you come to dye. 
22* What e nouyet bury your pune of your fight 2 


Chap. III. The Miſcarriager, oppoſite to Conſenting 
| — 2 God to be your God, the third 
. F aitb. 


2 "nts x: - God: Behrare of ſtill tefiuling) 00 5 have the true 
R* to be a God unto you, and ax God over you; to 

have him to be your Portion and Soveraign. To be 

Gen. 17. 1,7, God, . umts all, to be an all-ſuſſitient and 
Rom · 9. 3. good : an 8 and above 41}, to be an 
Brg goe God, in co refirſe to place our 


Epheſ. 4 8. bayyineft be —— tinder Bis government: Hath not 
eh . ire ay ea 5 
good, and ab ſolute 8 r ed fuch 
fers? 2 do not you ll refufe chem ? There are m 


ny de- 4 
Althougli we may be 
Ob. 8 2 e ſome — or 


ed, Oc. — of refajing - by way of 
2 4 22 a perſecntion 7 Aretiok y way of relics oppoſe 
eee way of ſcornfal deriſion? Are nor others 

ö 85 of h not n refiflance ? And if we 

| of cheſs yet are not we guilty of 
by wa: 2 545 or witfien ? Are not et un- 
ours be eros of God upon his own tearms ? - Certainly 
there is no medium twixt Faith and Infidelity: twixt recetuing 
of God, and refuſing of God: He that i not with me ( faith 
—y i againſi me. He, t t doth not accept of God, doth 
m. That Chu, t will not take” your Wares at 
Your pric; in is doing; he doth refuſe then. That Woman, 
— that will ot ent, that ſuch a man ſhould be 


hec 


of Refuſing God,” 
her Husband, refuſeth to 


his government Is not this evident in the remaining deafnefy 
ofthe ears of your Souls 7 Not to give ear to, or not to they 
the Word of the Lord. is to rejeũ it; and to reject the I 

of God, is to reject God himſelf. My people would not hearken 
tomy voice, and Iſrael would none of me. Were you ever yet ef- 
fedmally called? Did God ever yet ſpeak in ſuch a voice, as 
could not but be heard, as could not be withſtood ? If yet 


your ears are deaf untothe calls of God, if yet you are able 


to withſtand the voice of God, certainly yo do ſtill teſuſe 
him. Do nat your hearts remain #bdurate? Do the offers of 
God make any impreſſion on them ? ls any ſavour of God to 
be found in them? Alas! Gods offers do not move or ftirr 
them cordially to deſire the enjoyment of him, and fibje&ion 
to him. Do not our worthleſs 9 
Do not we ſtill chink, that God is not worth ſo much paing; fo 
many prayers, ſo much bearing, fo much time, ſo many fi 
and tears, c. Alas! which of us accuunts Gods offers the 
bargains ? That which a man counts tobe bis beſt bargain, be will 
( ſaith the fame Author) (C.) Mae all things to gy way to 
that. '( 2.) Make that to fill up bis deſire. (3. will draw 

forth bis eboiceſt diligence and pains. ( 4. ) He will be at ſome loſ⸗ 
to gain it. (J.) He is peremptory, and nnmoveably earneſt for t 
enjoyment of it. ( 6. ) The fruition of it preſents unto bim the 
ſweeteſt joy. Do we thus account clofing with God beft, Beft of 
#11? Where then are our preſent cares to get God himſelf? 
Where are our ſtrong fears left we miſs of God ? Where are our 
full defires, and e e and fledfaft reſolut ions to be the Lords, 
as well as to have God to be ours What will we part wich for 
God ? Whence comes in our ſweeteſt joy? To them that believe, 
# e. receive Chrift, or rather God in Chriſt, He i preciow, 
Chriſt is precious, and God in andthrongh Chriſt is precious. 
ut where'is the precious thought ? Who are reffleſs wi God 
To whom ure Goods not good without God, Peace not reſt with» 
out God, Life not a beeing withont God, all nothing. without 
— Give NN 22 , ks of how 
give me thy ſelf, or elſe Faye?” O chat rhis my 
ss more! n T, und be wie: 0! Donor 
1 D 2 1 


with him. Are not you till 
unperſwaded to have God himſelf for your Portion, to place Lam. 3. 24. 
your happineſo in him, and abſolute Soverdign, to come under 


ts of Go fill continue? 


TJ 


Pertio cujuſq; 
dicitur in quo 
felicitatem ſu- 
am quiſqz c 
cat, Caly 


Pla. $1. 11, 


0. Sedg. Kc. 
P. 301, 302. 
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20 of clo ng. wii G Aypacritically. 
; | inſt Him Though. you retoſe this 'Minifers, 
x Jury — 2 refuſe Hoy As Though your like not 
W gers, yet do not any more diſlke the offers. Mhat 
| Ga las c pegſmade vou; or. rather, whereby.God himſelf 
"May lad youA.if.you will continue ſtiil- reſolute. that 
þ 800 Wel got be a Godto, and aαννοαν,. verilg, God ill re- 
ſiolve, chat you ſhall not be a pape, but he will make an utter 
end of you: yet in the midi} of judement, he rememhers ſo much 
Jer. 3. 1. 5 . mercy, as once more to offer himſelf unto you, not wit hſtand- 
Thou haſt i A your former refuſals.of him; and if. now you will but 
x ph 8 + t ot him, all that is paſt {ball be forgiven you, and God 
— "ill © ve you ioto bis. grace and favour, and never any more 
yer return un · oy ee your often reſuſals of him: Repent ye there · 
ro me, ſairh fore, and be convegted,- that your ſins (your . refulals of God in 
. onde Chrif of ſuch figs the Apoftle ſpeaks, in char, place) may be 
—— blatted one 1 But if.you wil not, how can yau. read. without 
ger forever. qrembling, that, Word ofche Lord, He fin wilfully,, after we 
AR 3. 19. bave rec icedebe kur ede of the truth, there remains no more ſa- 
* 5. e ſing; but a certain fearful looking for of judgement, and 
- fiery indignation, which ſhall devour the Aduerſaries ?. -_ * 
&gainſt clo- * 2 Clofing with God bypocritically,, Beware leſt your willing 
Sg wich God e oh | our God, fil prove a couſent not ſuited 
hypoctitical- neſ to have God for.your Gad,( f DPO Vela | 
en tothe object of Faith, in ity abloluce nece/ſyry reſpefts and 
85 ware, {tis offential to God, asche obje& of mans Faith, 
Baxter's Apo- ec ( faich a Worthy } to be his ſupceme Lord and Rector; and 
logy,P- 62,63. cc his ultimate end, and chieſeſt good: and ſo mult be appte- 
8 cc hended and willed by all, that indeed take him for their 
« Gad.: N alſo to be 2 in Beeing, Wiſdome, Gopdeeſe, | 
0 and Power; and of perfe& Veracity,; jea, it is eſſential to 
«the obſeſt of our Faith, as ſuch, to be, conſidered compaxa- 
ce tĩyely As that God be taken, not only as our Good, but 
cc gur chief good, to be preſerr d beſore every creature: that 
& he be taken, not only as our Lord, but as Soveraign Lord, 
« ry be obeyed before all other. Where theſe efſenuals 
& Conſent, oF aich. Conſent hath relation to the Q 
ee fer ; and if itbe not the offered thing, that is conſented to, 
et hut ſomewhat elſe, under that name, then it is not indeed 


4 Conſent;, for there is no Relate without its Correlate. — - 
(= Tha Lay 5 5 Iynorautis non eft conſenſus; A Goa thee 


: 


' Ve 
. ” 
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of cloſing with' God bypocritically. 21 
ce ig in ſerĩour to Creatures in Rule, or Goodneſs, and De- 
c fireableneſt, is not God indeed: And therefore, he that 
cc takes Godin this ſenſe for his God, takes but the Name of 
«God, an Idol of his own brain, and not God himſelf; 
Hath not this been your fin ? Is it not ſtiſl your fin? Do not 
you ſeem toconſent, when you do not indeed and in truth con- 
ſent? You pretend, you are beartily willing, that God ſhould 
be your God, and _ you do I to _—_ him. But ? 

Firſt, Are not you (till ignorant of the true Gad, whom you 
| conſent to ne for your God? | gnorant Proſeſſours can 5 d 

fem to be Conſenters: And are not you ſtill ignorant Pro- 

ſeſſours ? See. Chap. 1. 7 

Secondly, Are not you for baving of God, without rejefling of without re- 
other gods ? Indeed, had our hearts been alway es chat and j<fting other 
faithful, we ſhould not have needed to break, we ſhould only Vs. 
have tyed a Ant; but becauſe of our former wanton dalliance Dates Serip- 
with, and engagements unto other lovers, we muſt ſolemnly ture- Map of 
renounce and diſcla im them, or God will.not be ours. * the wilder- 
O Daughter, and conſider, forget alſo thine own people, and thy neſs of ſin, and 
fathers honſe: ſo ſhall the King greatly deſire thy beauty. But, Do to _ 
not you flilrefuſe to renounce the World for your chief good? Do f. 339 
nut you ſtill ſey ĩn your hearts and defires, Who will nem us; ph: 48. 70, r- 
who will give us to enjoy, any good, the good ofthe creature, Other chief 
an earthly.happine(s ? Do nat youſtill ſay in your hearts, Take goods. | 
God for a portion, ho will, ſo we may have our portion in this Fla. 45+ . 
life Was not he guilty of blaſphemy, that ſaid, He would 
not part with his part in Paris, fora part in Parediſe? And 
are not your hearts gyilty of the ſame ? Donor you ſtill place 
your happineſs, either in riches, or honours, or pleaſures >. Do 
not ſomecry out, Let ws enjoy our pleaſures, and we matter not es. 
Gad and Heaven; yea, we Matter not wealth or honour ? Do not nde bet. 
others cry out, Let us get riches, and we matter not grace and 
glory; yea, we matter not honour or pleaſure > Do not your earneſt pipulus miti 
defires of baving, cork cares, and anxiow. endeavours ſor the /ibilar, & mibi 

ing, inordinate delight in the enjoyment, . diftraſiful fears of plauds, 
, and repining ſorrows for parting with, this Worlds good 

things, (ſpeak out plainly, that you ftill place your meſs in 
the creature? Do —_ Rillrefuſe.to renounce all other Lords? Other Lords, 
Are not ſome ſtill refalved to be ruled by che Devil, to be hat 
he would have them be, and to do hat be would have ay 
3 do 


"Of cloſing with God Hypoeritically. 

do? Are none of you Children of diſobeFence ? The original 
word imports, Children unperſwadable. Are not ſome ſtilſ un- 

wadable by any Arguments to reje& Satans injections and 
counſels? Are not others ſtill reſolved to be ruled by the world, 
the things of the World, che men of the World > The World 
ſhall cut out their work, and chooſe their implements, yea their 
very Religion, and ſet limits to it: Mens opinions, precepts, pra- 
Giſes ſhall be their rule and ſtandard. Are not others fill reſol- 
ved to be ruled by themſelves ! ro continue their own Lords, 


conſulting only with fleſh and blood, doing only what is good in 


Jer. 44. 17,18. 


Mat. 6. 242 


Without yield- 
ing up ſelf 


unto God. 
Hoſ. 2.7. 


Teate, Ce. 
P+ 339 


Pſal. 119.94. 


Covenant. 
fol. 94, 95. 


their own eyes, as that People, who eryed out, We will certainly 
do whatſoever thing goeth forth of our own mouth; for then we had 
plenty of vitiual,and were well, and ſaw no evil : but ſince we left off, 
we have wanted all things, and have been conſumed by the ſword, 
But what ſaith Chriſt ? No man can ſerve two maſters; for either 
be will hate the one, and love the other: or elſe he will hold to the one, 
and deſpiſe the other: Tee cannot ſerve God and mammon. Verily, 
you cannot be ruled by the fleſh, or the World, or the Devil, and 
by God too. 

Thirdly, Are not you ſtill for having God to be yout's, without 
an hearty willingneſs to be the Lords ? Verily you will finde it, 
that it is not enough to think or fay, I ant none of Satans, I am 
not for the World, I will n be for the Fleſh ; thou muſt come to 
Cay heartily, I ant Gods ; I am, and through grace will continue 
Gods, and none but Gods. We muſt not only Jeave our former 
lovers , but we muſt return to our firſt busband. What is this 
(faith one) but the marriage-match, and in the trueſt ſenſe, the 
true-lovers-knot ? But alas ! can each of us ſay, T ant thine, _ 
me ? 1 am not mine own, not the Worlds, not Satans; but thine, 


thine really, thine totally, thine ſolely, thine everlaſtingly : ſave me: 
Roberts ef the Are not you ſtill unwilling that all you are, all that you have, 


all that you can do, and all that you can endure, ſhould be the 


| Lords? Are not you ſtill unwilling that your minds ſhould be his 


to apprehend and believe him / Your conſcienees his, to arenſo, or 


e you according to his pleaſure ? your'\wemories his to re- 


tain him ? your wills his to yield and ſulnit to him ? your hearts 
and affections his to be employed about him and his concernment 5? 
your eyes his to bebo{4 his works? your arg his to hear his word? 
All your ſenſes his, to be caſement s and inlety to Tris grodrieſs ? 
your s his to be weapons of righteanſneſ#? your being * 
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of cloſing with God Hypocriticallye 
be him ? Are not you ſtill unwilling that all your credit, 

es, riches, time, parts, gifts, priviledges, relations; &c. 
Should be Homagers unto God ? Are not you ſtill unwilling 
that all yam can do ſhould be either for publifping,and maintaining 
his truth, or promoting his werſhip, or protecting his Church, or 
advancing his Kingdome, or fulſillimg his will? Are not you ſtill 
unwilling to bear Chrifis reproach, to undergo tryals of cruel 


Heb.13.13,35, 


- mockings, and ſconrgings bonds, and impriſonments ; if need be 37,38 


to be ſloned, ſawn aſunder, tempted, ſlain with the ſword, to wander 
about in ſheep- ak ins and goat-skins, in Deſerts and in Mountains, 
and in Dens, and in Caves of the Earth. being deſtitute, afflicted,tor- 
mented for his ſake? To reſiſt even unto blosd, fighting againſt ſin ? Hebr: 12: 4: 
Is nor this ſtill. the language of your hearts, Let ws break, bis 

bands , and caſt away bis cords from us? Which of us doch F/ſal: 2: 3. 
yet yield himſelf unto the Lord? The genuine conſtitution of the Aſs on , 
Hebrew phraſe is, Give yee the band unto Febovah, Are not you e 8 
fill un willing to fretch out your hands to God, to be · take your 5, = woe : 
ſelves to God in prayer? Are not you ſtill unwilling to yield ifa: 1: 15; 
chediential ſubjection to Gods government ,as they ſubmitted tbem- 1 Chro. 29. 14. 
ſelves (or gave the hand) unto Salomon the King? Are not you Ezck:17: 18: 
ſtill unwilling to enter into Covenant with God to be his Pl. 22. 26. 
(which in Sceipture-is called giving the hand, and firiking hands) 

according: to the Hirections in the late famous Vindication of 


Niety. 

Fourthly, 1s not your willingneſs to have God forced, and not free? Frcedly. ad : 

rly. indeed every conſent is voluntary; but yet that may not frech: 

be called an involuntary conſent, when the will, might ie uſe its 
own liberty with ſaſety, would not conſent, though at preſent: 
je doth, Such a conſent doth a Marriner give to caſt his goods 
over-board in a Storm. God wooes and wins hearts; he doth not Teate, &c: 
raviſh them. Indeed at firft they are not only coy, but crooked; Pe 337- 
He comes to his own (in this ſenſe, even his ewn intended,and-elect 
Lady and Spowſe) but ſhe receives bim not. What gracious heart 
is there, but with bicterneſs remembers how ofcen it refuſed 

God, before he brought it to n yea, and Amen? God only of un- 
willing makes them willing in the day of his power, But alas ! are P* 11937 | 
not you ſtill forced to be willing to have him, rather then to be 
damned ? Did you ever lock aſter God, but in a ſtrait? Have 

not ſin, and the Nord been your only delight in good days? and 93. f: Cc: 
God your deſire only in evil days? In your extremities God {ball faut: open: 
80 p44:3034304* 


24 


De fete 
and not fully: 


Teate, c: 
page 33%: | 
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of eloſing with God Hypocriticelly. 
go for a Number; but in your proſperity he (hall ſtand only ſor u 
_— Verily ixvoluntary conſents are falſe, are none, are indeed 
Feat y 4. = F | | | 
- Fifthly,' I willingneſs to have God defectine, and not 
fill? Right confining is not only a free, but a full aft of the 
will. A divided heart never yet conſented indeed to have God for 
its God. Surely that Chriſt, that God in Chriſt, that will not 
allow one van to ſerve twomaſters, will never allow one wantan to 
have twobusbands, eſpecially if himſelf muſt be one of them t: 
But alas] though you may not place your happinels altqetbher 
in the creature, yet are not you ſtill for placing: ſome part of 
your happine(s in ſome created good ? Though you be not al- 
together for being ruled only by Satan, or the World, or the 
Fleſb : yet are not you fill unwilling not to be ruled in the 


0b: Sedg: Ge: leaſt by any of thoſe Lords? Are not you ſtill unwilling to be · 


N 302, 303. 


Far the future, 
and not for the 


prefent; 


come fully the Lords ? Is there not ſome one thing in your 
ſelves, in the World, chat you ftick for 2 God can-prevail with 
you- for all, but one thing, in that he mult yield unto you. Is 
there not ſome one thing in God that you ſtick at ? you like Gods 
mercy, and his /ove, and his gracionſneſs, and his happineſs : but 
is there not ſome one thing in God that you Zke nt? Do not 
you miſlke either his holineſs, or his juſtice, or his anger, and 
wrath againft fin ? Are you ſure that you like his Rule, and Au- 
thority, his Spirit, his 41/7? Alas! in this, or in that, you cannot 


like him, you cannot come up to him: you are content to 


with this, and to leave that; to do this, and to fufſer that; —— 
cannot yield up all unto God : you will part with ſome hs, 
yea with all but ove ; you will foriake ub of the World, but 
not all. Is not your conſent accompanied with ſome oneexcep- 
tion or other ? you will have God, that with him you may en- 
joy ſuch a luſt, or ſo that with him you may have ſuch a kind of 
ife : fo that for him you may not hazard your name, and cre» 
dit, or your liberty, ar livelihood, or your very life If it be 
thus, verily you do but pretend to conſent: your ſeeming con- 
ſent is areal diſſent. This one difference between God and your 
ſouls, will keep the breach between you from being made up, 
and condemn you for Refuſers of him. No bargain, no match, 
can be made where there is one exception. | 
Sixthly, Are not you only willing to have God for the future and 
not for the preſent ? Do not you delay to cloſe with God, 3 your 
chie 


* 
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Of cloſing with God Hypocritically. 

chiefeft good, and ſupreameſt Lord? Do not you pauſe on 
Gods offers, and put him off for the prefent? Hath not Cod 
your preſent denial, but the Fleſp, the World, and the Devi), your 
preſent Embracements # You take the preſent time to pleaſe the 
Fleſh, to enjoy the World, to gratify the Devil; but you do not 
take the preſent time to enjoy God. O Sinner! what is it that 
thy Heart doth at preſent chooſe and cleave unto? 15 it not 
ſomething ſinful, or worldly ? Do nor ſome of you fee a more 
preſent” good in your Luſts, than in God? Do not others fee 
a-more'preſent good in the World, than in God? Are not ycu 
ſtill guilty of trifling delayes? Do not you ſay to God as Felix to 
Paul, Go thy way for this time, when I have à convenient ſeaſon 
I will call for thee ? A conſent for the fature is no other than a 
preſent diſſent, It is indeed a mofi contemptible reſufing of 
God, when we do not judge his offers even of himſelf to be 
our chief good, and ſupreameſt Lord, worthy of acceptation; 
of alt acceptacion, of all aeceptation for the preſent. 

Seventhly, Ts not your wil ingneſs te bave God temporary, and 
weak, and not habitual, and prevailing ? It is not (faith one) 
what thou art in a fit, or in a fright, or in a ſudden paſſion, 
in fickneſs, or under the apprehenfions of death, that will 
give thee any certain Light, by which thou maiſt judge of th 
ſtate, but what thou art in the ſtanding and abiding diſpofi- 
tion and bent of thy Soul. He, that hath indeed conſented to 
have God for his God,abides willing, is never unwilling (when 
he is himſelf) to be rid of Sin, the World, and the Devil, and 
to place his Happineſs in the enjoyment vf God, and being un- 
der his government: To be ſure, his willingneſs abides greater 
than his unwillingneſs. But alas! Are not you only willing 
to have God in Fits and Moods? Do not you remain habi- 
tually unwilling ? Is not your unwillingneſs greater than your 
willingneſs?” Right willingneſs (faith the fame Author) will 
diſcover it (elf to be prevailing by bringing forch both Re ſolu- 
tion & Reſiſtance againſt Sin:Where a man is truly willing to be 
rid of Sin, he will not only be patience, and give God leave to 
Crucifie all his beloved Lufts, and darling Corruptions, and 
give the Word leave to hew and ftrike home at the root of 
them, without hiding them, or warding off the blow, cr 
wiſhing they may be ſpared to him; but ſtands ſtedfaſtly on 
Gods fide, and taking pare with him againft, reſolves wm 
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Of Renouncing God. 


all his means for the conquering and overcoming of them: And 

this reſolution will bring forch reſiſtance, a reſtraining, curbing, 

and withRending of Sin in all ics Wor kings. But were you ever 

thus reſolved againſt the Fleſh, the World, and the Devil, and 

for God? Do you yet thus reſiſt all Temptatians to the contrary ? 

* Renouncing 3. Renouncing of God. Hath not this been your Sin? Even 
God. - fince you have conſented that God ſhould be your God, have 

not you caſt him off? Have you not returned with the Dog to 

the Vonit, and with che Sow co wallow again in the Mire ? Have 

not you returned to your Former Lovers, and to be again in ſubs» 

jection to thoſe other Lords, that have had abſolute dominion 
Howard'sSouls over you? If you have not rejected God direũly and intentio- 
miſery and naly, yet have not you rejected him conſequently and implicit ly 2 


— 5 8 Thus Saul, in ſparing Agag, and the fat Beaſts of the Aualek ite: 


n againſt, Gods expreſs commandment, is ſaid to have Rejeded Gods 
18.25. Ford. c therefore god himſelf. Becauſe thou haſt rejeded the Word 

of the Lord, he hath alſo rejeded thee from being King, Have not you 

with deliberation, for the. gaining of ſomewhat that pleaſed 

you, done that which is indeed caſting off of God? Which of 

you can ſay, Our. heart is not turned back, neither haue our fleps 

Pſal-44-18,19, Jeclined from thy way, though thou ba't ſore broken ws in the place 


r of Dragons, and covered us with the ſhadow of Death? Ob! if we have 


forgotten the Name of the Lord, or ſiretcht ont our hands to @ ſir ange 
God,.ſhall not God ſearch out this? Have not you liſted up your 

heel againft God, after you have lifted up your band unto God? 

Hath not God threatned to renounce you, becauſe you have re- 

2 Tim. 2. 12. nounced him ? to deny you, becauſe you have denied bim? © ! be 
Rev. 2. 3. at length perſwaded to remember from whence you are falen, and 
Ads 11. 23, - Teþent, and doyour firſt-works ; and for the future, with purpoſe of 
heart to cleave unto the Lord: i. e. (as one well obſerves) as you 

Antiphar- have made a good choice, fo ſtill to tick to your choice. Never 
macumSaluber- more refuſe God, as the Stomach is ſaid to refuſe ſuch meat, as, 

rimum. p. s. becauſe of its contrariety to its appetice, it vomits up e gain. 

Now that you may not only heartily our for, but carefully. 

take beed of, even virtual, as well as formal refuſals of Gods 

offers of himſelf unto you to be your God, confider.ferioufly 

what provocations all kinds of refulals of God are unto his Ma- 

jeſty ? Muſt it not neceſſarily incenſe him, that you ſhould (as ir 

were) tell him you will have none of his Mercy, none of his- 

Loves none of Himſelf ; you had rather enjoy the World, yea, 
your 


. Of Tempting God. 27 
your Iufts, which diſþononr and grieve him ſo much? Hath not bs 
God ſaid, Fherefote (ſpeaking of this very fin) y fury bath Jer. 44. 4, 3. 
been poured forth, and kindled in the Cities of Judah, and inthe 

Streets of Jeruſalem, and they are wafted and deſolate, as at this 

day? Yea, may you not fear, that God will let you fall in 


this bour of temptation z yea, give you up unto your own hearts 
luſts, to commit all manner of wickedneſs ? Iſrael would have 
none of me: ſo I gave them up unto their own hearts luſt, and they pn 8111712. 

walked in their own counſels. | / 


Chap. IV. The Miſcarriages oppoſite to T ruſting in 
2 God, the relying Ad of Faith. 


1. T Empting of God. Tempting is the ſame with trying: to Againft 
temp God, is to make tryal of ſome Divine perteRi- Tempting 
on unlawfully. There is indeed a lamful making an experiment God. 
of God; Try me now in this. ſaith the Lord of Heis. This tempt- Ameſi medull. 
ing or trying, is an Act of Faith, leading us to obey and pra- —— * 
&iſe thole things, which God hath commanded, with expect - 
tion of that fruit and bleſſing, that God hath promiſed : But 
there is an unlamful making experiments of God. And hath 
not this been, yea is not this till your fin? Is not your proving 
God, an evidence of your tempting God? Tour Fathers tempted pn: $5: 9, 
me, andproved me. Do not you ſtill make unlawful experiments 
of Gods power, whether he can do ſuch and ſuch things? They 
— — God in their heart — they ſaid, can God furniſh a table Pla. 78. 18, 19: 
in the wilderneſs ? Do not you ſtill circumſcribe Gods power, 
and ſet bounds to it at your pleaſure; ſo that if God do not 
this or that, which you haves mind to, he (hall not be ac- 
counted Qmnipotent ? They — tempted God, and limited the Pla. 58. 41. 
Holy One of Iſrael, Do not you ſtill do ſuch and ſuch things, in 
the moſt ſecret manner poſſible, to try whether God. ſeeth 
what ĩs done in ſecret, or no? Theytempted the Lord, . ſaying, Exod. 17. 7. 
I the Lord amomꝑ us, or no; ? Do not you ſtill reſuſe to make 
uſe ofthe ordinary means god hath appointed, trying whe- 
ther he will provide for you extraordinarily ? This Chriſt calls 
Tempting the Lord. Do not you ſtill murmur and repine 2gainſt Mar: 4. 7. 
God, and his Inſtruments, trying whether he will be angry? 
Tiemptim Chriſt, and murmuring, are made Synoning*s, If you 1 cor. 10 9, fte. 
x do not ſtill tempt Ted direfly and 9 yet do not Ir - 
2 2 ill 
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Of Tempting G od. 


ſtill tempt him conſequently and implicitely 2 Do not youſtill do 
thar, which 7 lelf, and in its 0wa nature, tends to try, 
either Gods Power, or his Omniſcience and  Otni-preſence, or 
his Providence, or his Faitice and Auger, of what mettal he is 
made ? This notion of tempting God, may be farther cleared 
Whiteon Mar. By oonfide ing, what it is to tempt man: To tempt man, ir to - 
4.7. Adeſire, and ſome way to endeavour, to incline him to break that 
2 Law, that ought to rule him : In like manner, To tempt God, © - 

to defire, and ſome way to endeavour, to ineline him to break that 

Lew, which be hath propoſed to himſelf to follow, in the ruling of 

the World. Hence ſome diſtribute temptations into two ſores, 

ſome of inducement, and ſome of trya/ ;_ but the former ſore may 

be referr*d to the latter, becauſe the will of God is tryed in 

them. Thus God is tempted two wayes eſpecially, either by 

enpelling that God ſhould do what be hath not promiſed, or by ex- 

pedling that be ſhould not do what be bath threat ned. Aud do not 

you thus ſtill tempt God? Do not you Rill expoſe your {elves 

to danger, without any urgent neceſſity, expecting protect ĩon 

from Heaven? Do not you ſtill do hat Chriſt was tempted to 

by S aten? Do not you ſtill refuſe to uſe the ordinary means 

appointed by God for your ſaſety, and yet expect that God 

ſhould even work miracles for your preſervation ? It is true,” 

when God takes away means of fafety from us, then to expect 

ſafety immediately from Heaven, is not to tempt God, but to 

truſt in God; for God hath promiſed to come in at a dead 

lit : When God affords no meꝛns uf ſaſety, he will provide 

for our ſaſety without means, if it be good for us to be ſaſe. 

Gen. 22. 14. And Abraham called the name of the place, Jehovah: jireh, as it 
| is ſaid to this day, in the Mount of the Lord it ſhall be ſeen : The 
A Support Enplifhot-which Text ( ſaith one) is this, Mans extremity i 
for the ſinking Gad opportunity. When Chrift, and his company, were in che 
Arnet Tai. Aſart; where no meat was tobe had, he ſed them miracu- 
ſeſt pap. 3. louſſy; but in the City, he ſent his Diſciples to bay meat. We 
John 4. 9. my expect Mater out of the Rock , where there is nathing but 
Numb. 20,11. Rocks and Stones; but where we may hope to find Water, we 
1 mult digg ſor it. When Eliſha was in a little Village, not able 
— ; to defend him from the Mrians, he had chariots and borſemer 
119 of fire to defend him; but when he was in Camæia, 2 ftrong 
walled City, though the King of Iſyael ſent to ferch his head, 
he ſaid only to thoſe that were wich him, Shut the door. Dogg: 
; me. 


Aa 
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ſome ſtill expect, that God ſhonld provide for their Bodies, 
though chey negle& the means that Goithachappotares, for 
their nouriſhment, clothing, recogery from ficknely, rf Do 
nut ſonte look to eur, tbongbi they do nat labour ? But do nat more 
expect that God ſhould provide for their Souls, though they 
negle& the means of grace and ſalvation ? Do not yen Rill 
think, chat your Souls ſhall do welt enough, though you take 
no pains about them ? Do not yon ley all upon God, and ne- 
ver trouble your ſelves. abo them 2 Do not you ſtill. cry out, 
Let us dye the deut h of the right eam But ure not you careleſs oi 


living the life of the righteous? Do not you ſtill expect help 


from God in ſinful wayes? Do not you ftill expect to meet 
with God in wayesof worſhip of your own deviting? Now 


t , why tent ye God, to put 4 o vpon the neck of the Acts 15. 20. 


Diſciples, which neitber our Fathers, ner we, were able to bear ? 
In a word, (as toithis Head) Do not you {till do whar tends 
to incline God to make good his promiſes, though you do not 
perform their conditions? Da not you alſo ſtil expect, that 
God ſhauld not execute his threati upon you, though there be 


that in you, again which, where £x6it is, the threatgings + 


are denbunced ꝰ Do not you ſtill eapect to eſeape p ents, 
not wichſta udieig your very fins ore threamed-by God in his 
Word ? Do not yourſtill run into temptatien? And are not 
you carelels to avoid accafions of ſia, and yet remain feaxlel(s 


of falling into ſin, though God hath thpearned, te give ſuch Ezek. 14. 3» ; 
to their own'hearts luits ? O that this may be your' ip ng more,! 4, 5. 
O! tempt not Chriſt any more, f you n The 1 Cor. 10. 9. 

e 


natutalneſs of this fin ſhould make you tube heed. This is an 
humour, that we are all given unto by nature, to be matvel - 
lous deſirous to try coneluſions, that are rate and unknown; 
to contema things common, and to he ſand after ſttange no- 
velties. It uas told the Iſrustes: aa plaſ is · cbuld be, that they 
ſhould not reſerve of the Mamma till morning; abd theg ne 

not to have reſerved it, they had freſſi every day; and yet ſor- 
ſooth, they would needs keep it, if ir were but for an experi- 


ment ſake, totry whether it world ftink or 0 And — Exod. 16. 20. 


were forbidden to gather any on 2 

even before had enough ſor tu daes und it wald them, 

they ſbould find aone on the Sabbatłi day; het they nuit needs 

try. This fin ſhould not only rn but che 
3 mor? 
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30 of not truſting in God. 


more taken heed of; becauſe it is fuch a provocation unto God. 
Ix comics rom wich oritkedriels; Such am one, chat will un- 
 -,-7 - dertake 4 nel way to nom the. will of God, is not ſativfied 
wich Gods diſrovery of his will in his Word: yea this fin pro- 
ceedeth from pride end arrogancy, ſuch a ſoul reſuſeth to ſub- 
Je& its will to the will of God, and doth ſeek to make Gods will 
ſubje& to its luſts. This fin lays you open to all manner of 
temptatiom, to any wickedneſs whatfoever . neither are we o- 
| Minty Br be mere Devil, unſeſs we do in a fort 
mt 85 11.12 teme God. Te Ir une? ——— tempting of 
Pal 95.11: God, and why ? Becaile [ware in bis wrath, that their Fa- 
| thers ho tempt ed bim, ſhould not enter into his reft. It is verily 
| height of madneſs to tempr God. To tempt God is to put 
i Cor: 10:22: God to it, and ah yer propoke"the Bord to anger; are yee ſtroſer 
| than be ? Tf you wilt needs cempe, it were beſt for you to tempe 
your matches,  Thefe is no dtaling with Fire : it is very dan- 
gerous to make experiments thereof: it will burn all, that tou- 

- Heb:12: 29: cheth it, and God is Fire, yea our God is @ conſuming Fire. 

2 Not truſting in God. The Hebrews'exprets this act of faith 
Againſt nu . hy a word, that ſigniſtech co lean on, or to caſt the weight of 
fimg in God? ones body, ſor fippotr or ſtay. Aud it ſrallcome to paſs in that 
Inez: 40, that the remnant of Hazel, and ſach as are eſcaped of the bouſe 

e Jacob, ſhell no more fiay upon him, that ſmote them; but ſhall ſidy 
ien the Lord, the holy one of Iſrael in trin h. But which of our 
- Touls do yet wholly reh upon God for tie making good of his 
- - promiſes, either forthe beſtowim, or cont inuing; ol what is good, 
Sr for tEpreveitting;*o0Þ removing; of whac is evil ? ls not our 
not trim ing in God il eviderticediin our ignorance of God ? can 

God be more truſted than he iz-known ? They that know : 
Pſalz9:10: mHame," and they*ofly, will put their. truſtin thee. ls it not alſo 
evidenced in our want of intereſt in God, by reaſon of our not 
' aſſenting, and conſemin to him Ibo le this that cometh up from 
Cant:8:5: 1e Wilderntſs, Tearing wport hier holoved / who can ſuppoſe God 
to be thy /eaning-flotky it he be dot thy beloved ? May not God 
Teate, Oc: ſuy witk a bitter ſcorn, who art thou, t hat leaneſt upon another 
Nee 333,34 beloved? How dareſt thou lay thine head in bis boſome, unto whom 
thou never yet in ome ?: is intereſt, and 
on intere in-Obrift;* (ib God14h'and:through Chrift ) chat 
gives bright to rhis 4d mi pn him. f you ftill refiife 
to enter luto Covehant with God, be is ſa far from calling you 0 
—— take 


i f not truſtiug in God. 
bali chat he will.even knock of your fingers front hal ng upon 
bis Covenant, with hat haft thou to do, to take my Covenant into 

thy mouth? It God be thine, if thou believeſt him, and conſents 
to have him to be thy God, dean and welcome, and the, more 
thou leaneſt, rhe deart ſhalt thou be unto him,Chrift loued that. 
Diſciple be i, that 1 Is: 

Chritt, my God, thou mayſt add, he þ 


ſtrength, in whom Iwill trut. But if God be not thy beloved, thy 
leaning will be counted mantonneſs, impudence, and preſumption. 

Is not our not truſting in God alſo evidenced in our not keeping. 
bis way, the way of his Commandments, and the way of his 
Providence,but tempting of him? But of theſe evidences already 
ia the former Chapters, and the firſt ſedion of this. Once more, 
what elſe do your carking ceres and carnal fears argue, but your 
diſtruſts of God? Truſting in God will not indeed ſuffer you 
to be ſlothſully careleſs what becomes of you aud yours, he that 
d th nat endeavour by honeſt, prudent, diligent care to provide 


for. bis. own is worſe than an Infidel : But yet truſting in God 1 Tim. 8. 8, 


would not ſuffer you to be carkingly carefull for any ching. Be 


careful for nothing: it would free you. from all thoſe cares that Phil. 4.6. 


ditra the head, and divide the heart from other, and bettet 


things: yea it would free you from all carnal fears of evil,though ob. $:42.0n 
you walk in the valley of the ſhadow of death, that is, though you Pal. 23. 3. 


meet with dangers as terrible as death, though thoſe dangers be- 
ſet you as the Mountains do the Falleys, though you be as neer to 
death as the ſhadow is unto the hody, though there be but 4 flep 
between you and death. But alas ! do not your carking cares and 
carnal fears either divert you from duty, as if it were à vain 
thing to ſerve and wait upon the Lord, or elle diſrad you in du- 
ties, in reading, hearing, praying, medicating,&c. O that this 
may be your fin no more! Verily if God ſhall never be truſted 
in by you, you ſhall certainly, and for ought you know ſudden- 
ly, be conſumed by him. What faid the Bramble when choſen 
King? Come, and put your truſt in my ſhadow, and if not, let fire 


come out of the Bramble, aud devour the Cedars of Lebanon. No Judg. 9. 15, 


wonder that Fire is proceeded from God to devour the talleſt 
Cedars for their not truſting in him. You ſhould take the more 
heed of this (in, becauſe of your proneneſs to it, and becauſe 
of its being the life and vigour of every fin: all fin is depart- 

10g 


Pſal.$0.10; 


is baſore moſt. Tf, chou canſt ſay with "John 21.20, 
| be my frength : IT thou Iſa. 49. 8. | 
canſt ſay with David, the Lord is my God, thou mayſt add, my: Pal. 18. 2. 


Pal. 112. 5,8. 


Mal. 3. 14. 
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35 pf ereiture Conſſdente. 
ee depart from God only, becauſe we do 
GE. . ge: truſtiag in ſomewhat that is not God. 
" Agdinſt n f | hon Mo not you ſtilſtruſt in ſome what, 
s the'M mM 


2 

ing in any | 1 ity (elves ſ . 
Cre . 15 18 "ur yea! brot ame ſtil] truſt in their 
Luk-18. 9 "ſms? Le, th is 1 1 that n e traft,but (frength- 
pal. $2.7. "Ted hiorſelf in bis wickedneſs, you er in oppreſſion and perverſneſs 
Ila. 30. 12. and flay thereon. Do not you tilt lay as fatt hold of your fins, 

N as a lame Man of his Crutches.? Do not you bold faſt deceit; and re> 
2 5* fuſe to rein 1 Do nt you think that if your fins fall, your ſhall 
plal 62.8. fall? Do not you think that you cannot Ave, if you ſhould leave 
in A. E. at C. Your Hing diffembling,cheating, trering, ſinfull compliances with 
P- 433, 439. ſuch, and Lach ? Do not you {till lean to your own underſtandings ? 
Prov. 3.5. you do, you cannot truft in the Lord with all your bearts : your 
8 on wiſdome,your own p 2 fre ald * gar 

O. Tuert. yok: your wiſdame will appear fooliſpneſs with God, yea 

er. POW a 5 ie in your own hearts, in Les 


exuity Run God. Do not you ft 
Rom. 8, 7, "or 12775 and reſolutions, againſt your ſins, and for God, 
and in your promiſes of what yon will do hereafter? He that tru- 


=_ 88. 26. eth in bis own heart is & fool; but be, that walketh wiſely, ſhall be 


er. 17.9 delivered. Alas ! the beart of man is deceitfull above all things. 
Do not youl till truſt in your own righteouſneſs ? There is no more 
ſafery therein to ſecure you from the wrath of God in his 
Judgments in this World, than there 1s to ſecure you from the 
: wrath of God in Hell, This Paul knew, and therefore he 5 
6,9. fered the loſs of all things, and ſtil counted them dung. that he mig 

be found in Chriſt (as his only City of refuge) not baving his own 
righteouſneſs. Do not you fil truſt in the ſtrenꝑt h, vigour, and health 
' your bodies 2 May it not ſtill be laid to thy charge; that then 

Engl. Anndt. yo 1 6 wp; 2 
on If, 57. 10. do finde the life of thy hand, i. e. Thou ſlilſ imagineſt, that ſo 
Jong as thou art fo ſtrong and healthy, thou ſhalt not want ſuſ- 
ficient means to ſupport thee ? Do not you ſtil truſt in your Cities, 
Cafiles, ſtrongę bolds and yet doth not God tell you, all thy 
Nahum 3: 12: frong holds ſhall be like Fig trees,. with the firſt ripe Figs : if they 
be ſhaken, they fuel! all intd' the month of the eater ? Do not you 
fill truſt in your wealth 7. It is fo hard to have riches, and not 
truſt in them, that what one Evangeliſt calls having of riches, 
4 another calls truſting in them. The rich Mans wealth is bis firong 
prov:18: 11: City, and as an high wall in his conceit, i. e. fe conceiveth him- 


ſelf as ſafe in the midſt of his wealth; as if he were in a Tower 
N as 


f Creature-Confidence. 33 


as high as Heaven, he thinks himſelf paſt the reach of danger; 
but he is deceived :- Riches avail not in the day of wrath, It is p. 11.4 
erties at ſometimes and in ſume caſes money is 8 defence or ſha · Eccl. J. 12, 
"dow x; but in the day of (Gods wrath, money is hut a ſhadow,ang zeph, 1. 18, 
no defend Tru not therefore any more in uncertain riches... Be 1 Tim. 6. 17, 
not once more guilty of this kind of Ide/atry. Do net ſome till Col. 3. 
truſt in their worldly greatneſs ? O woe to him, that coveteth an ,,, . 
evil covetouſneſs to bis bouſe, that he may ＋ bis Neſt on high, that 
be may be delivered from the power of evil. Do not others fill truſt 
in their humane Allies and Afiſtanees ? That they haye {uch 
Friends and Confederates, ſo many ſtout and valiant Men, 
ready to form Armies, to ſtand by them? If che, ſhadow of ſuch 
be your truft, the end of that truſt will be your confuſion. An 
Horſe is a vain thing for ſafety. - And the ſtouteſt Souldiers are 1. 30. 2, 3. 
but like an Army of Women without God. Do not others truft in pal. 33 17. 
Church priviledges, orying out the Temple of the Lord, the Tem Nahum 3 ;. 
ple: df :the Lord, the Temple of the Lord are we ? Such truſt but 
in ing words. No wonder chat you have God for: your foe, Jer . 7+ 4+ 
and that you are under his curſe. What ſaith the Prophet ? 
yea what ſaith the Lord by the Prophet? Curſed bethe Man, 
that trufieth in Man, and maketh fleſh bis. Arme. No wonder | 
that God is writing ſentences of death upon all. the means of - 
your ſalvation : God doth ſomerimes ſeverely chaftiſe his own 
Children, even to prevent their truiſing in themſelves. O ! how 2 £00149. 
'carefully ſhould you take heed of this ſin, ſeeing it is ſuch a pro- | 
vocation unto God, it being an wndeifying of God, and a deifying 
of ſome Creature: ſeeing allo ic is a ſin that may be often com- 
mitted in a day, yea in an hour: and ſee ing it. is a ſin that you 
are very prone unto? It is very much in the nature of Man 
fallen (as one well obſerves) to aſſect an abſoluteneſs,and a ſelf- , 0 
ſuſfeieney, to ſeek the good he deſireth within bimſelf, and to de- Hof 14. 3. 
rive from 2 the ſtrenęth whereby he would repe! any eil fel: 803, $04; 
which be feareth.. Hereby Satan prevailed to draw Man from $05: 
God at firſt ; for ſince, next Uno Jod, every reaſonable crea» 
ted Recing is neareſt unto its (elf, we cannot conceive hew je 


er. 17. 8. 


ſhould turn from God, and not in the next ftep turn unto it 
ſelf, and by conſequence, whatſoever it was in « regular depen- 
dance to have derived from God, being fallen from him, it doth 
by en irregular dependance ſeek from it (elf. It is natural for 
a finful Creature, who ſeeketh only bimſelf,, a e. 
wwe A 


.. Of Pain Confidence.” 
telt the /aft end; © feek only ants himſelf, and make himſelf the 
fut cauſe and nner cowards that end : Yea, ſo deſperate is the 
avetfion of finfu} man from God, that when hoe is convinced of 
his im y', and driven — — — 
when he hath u horſer of his own to ride on, yet ſtill he will be- 
8 LIES 
thnefs, and wound, im will to the Aſſyrian, and 
Oy comets Tes when ke hath aoching inthe worid to 
turn to, bur he is neceſſitated to implore heſp ſrom Gad, he 
will * Ste fr of his own to do it. H H ſes fail, and Ih. 
fail, and Tſrae/maft gee to God whether he til or no, it mall 
not be to God that mgde bim, but to « God bis own malig. 
Once more, conſider, you never repent for or from any fin, un- 
leſs you repenc for and from-this-fin. True Repentanee and 
Converſion takes off che heart from all carnat Confidence; either 
in Dymeſtical preparation of our own, We will nut ride upon Hor-- 
fesz or in Fereign-gid from any Confederaces, bur all not 
fave 1: Ot in any ſuperFitious and corriꝶt worſhp , which ſends 
us to God the wrong way, Ve will net ſay any more to the work o 


WMP 8 of the 5 
4% Hope bid r 


x 
critical waſte fru, ſecing, though ir hath (in ſome ſenſe) God'for its ob 
9 yet it Lows, + tial properties of right craſtivg in Gad: 

ob 8.14, mean, the truſt of the Hypocrire, which in Fob i compared to 
J | | 

the 5 web. Its Mr. Carii's note upon the words, Thur an 

gerite Bath a cru —r ho He hath grace proper to his 


Hypactit, | 
flere; ful ace far his falſe beert. And hach not your truſting: 
in God been ſucfias belongeth only to Hypocrites ? Is yet your 
1 1 God fixed und reſolved ? Is there yer any ſtrength 
in it? Truſt; (fairh che fame excel{enc Expohtor } where ix is 
2 Bern wr effet, the _ S 2 — the 
aſſeriefs of it in the Hypocrite: 1 "ns and ſtrenęrbenr the 
Beart aguinſt all oppoſition : And it encourageth the heart againſt 
all dangers. Dotn not our truſt fail in both theſe ? Are nor u 
ſtin for going on W till we meet with oppoſition, . und dan- 
gers tr eaten us? Will our truſt, though curioufly wroughe, 
bear any force of battery, or ſtreſs of weather, any more than a 
iders web ? Are not we ſtill guilty of not truſting! in God at - 
imes, tud for al thing: As true Obedience reſpefts all the 
| Commandg- 


Of Vain Confidence. 

Contmdndements , ſo true Truft reſpects all the Diſpenſations of 
God. A true believer (laith one) depends as much in propor- 
tion upon God for a piece of bread , as for Heaven: He truſts 

God in the leaſt; as well as in the greareſt matters. But though 

we pretend to truſt in God for pardon and ory 3 yet do not 

we think icneedleſs to truſt in him for food and rayment; 
either ſuppoſing that we can help our ſelves, ot ſuſpefting that 

God will not ſtoop fo low, as to help us? When we have # 

reut buſineſs ro let about, we ftirr up our felves to truſt in 

God : andfo we ought; but the ſpititualneſt oftruſt is ſetn, in 

ding on God, for managing the leaft buſineſt, per form- 
ing the leaſt duty, reſiſling the leaſt corruption, end bearing 
the ar —_ p As —— 2 — net Oo — ſavetb — 
eternally, and preſerveth us temporully: ſo it is the ſame power 
God, that doth great aud — things ſor us. Can we yet truſt 
in God in all weathers ? Some only truſt in God in fair weather, 
when they are full, they can truſt in God for bread 5 and when 
they are ſafe, they can truſt in God for proteiion: And others 
only cruft in him in fox! weather; their truſting in God is not 
of choice, but forced, wort ry ve they never truſt in him, 
but when they have nothing elle to help them. Are we yet able 
to ſay, r I will truft in bim: Ot, though be 
make me alive, Twill truſt in him? © It is a glorious tryal of 
ce truſt ( ſaith che fame Worthy) to ſay, Should God make me 
5 not worth a groat, yet I will truſt him; but it is a greater 
« g ofthis truſt, to ſay, Though God make me worth thou- 
ce ſands, yet I will truſt in him: When we (to ſenſe) have the 
ce leaft need of Gods help, then to truſt in him, and depend up- 
© on him, ſhews, that we are moſt ſenfible that we need his 
« help; for by this, we in one act, giveteftimony to the All- 
ec ſufhciency of God, and to the emptineſs of the creature: by 
tc this we make God all, and the creature nothing at all. Faich 


<< gives a more ſpiritus} diſcovery of it ſelſ, vheñ it eonvincetb 


6c us, that we are poor, in the midft of our abundance, without 
© God; than when it eonvineeth us, that we have abundance 
te n God, though we are po Verily, to truſt in God in all 
eftares and turns, is proper to godlineſt. Our truſting in orea- 
tures fo much, doth alſo evidence, that we do but ſeen to truſt 
in God, end that in deed and in truth, we do not truſt in him 
at all: He that truſts not in God alone, _ not truſt in him 

2 at 


Caril on 
Job 13.15. 


* 
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36 P regardleſneſi to get aſſurance: 
at all. Every thing we jeyn with God, diſtjeyneth us from God i 
We can never take hold of God, unleſs we let goe our hold of 
.1 £1 ©-\ Other things. Which of us leans.upan whole God only, and that 
With the whole Soul ? Well, ſeeing your craft bach been the traf 
Job 8. 14. - of the Hypocrite, it is no wonder that it hath been as 4 Spiders. 
Iſa. 14. 3. web ; No wonder that Gods beſome of purgatien to true believers, 
hath been his beſore of defirudiion unto your. Truſt and Confi- 
dence, When the houſe is ſwept, che cobwebs are {wept away:. 
No wonder that ſuch ſinyers as you, it Zjon be afraid: No won- 
14. 33 14% der that fearfuneſs ſurprizeth the Hypocrite. O 1 as evec you 
would ſtand before depouring Fire, take heed that your truſ be, 

not « the Spiders web, -- 


Chap. V. The Miſcarrigges oppoſite ta Aſſurance, 
e. reflex AG of Faiths. STS, 


Againſt want x, ar ne s of getting Aſſurance which is called: b 
of Aſſurance, yen 0 Senſus Fidel, the feeling, or percgiving 
__ of Faith: by others, Flos Fidei, the very luſtre, and 


eminency.of Faith. When God equites all tbe Ms of Faith, 


he doth not only require, that we, kyow him, and believe him, 

and can ſeut to have him, and reihe upon him; but he requires, 

that wen zom that we do ſa. It is true, Aſſurance is not ſuch a 

duty, as concerns all men, at all times, aud immediately; it con- 

cerns only ſome, and thoſe in an order; and mediately ; Though 

therefore it is not. the ſin of Vabelizyers, not to know that Got 

i their God, for that cannot be-kao#niby chem; ſuch are not 

bound immediately to be perſwaded of an intereſt in God; 

unleſs we will ſay, that they are bound to be perſwaded of a 

lye; God being the God of Believers only; yet it is che fin of 

; Believers, to let their intereſt in God to hang hover ing, and in 
Hie — diſpute. It muſt be conſeſo d, that Gods nat evidencing the dire di 
Uſconne PO Afts of Faith unto Believers3i not their f \for God may refuſe 
ſpirits ſealing to evidence chem, out of Soveraigaty, or for the meer tryal and 
up believers. exerciſe of grace, and not for the Believers ſins; but yet, far 4 
page 76,77. Believer tobe regardleſs of getting Aſſurance, in his ſin; yea, if God 
refuſe, for any long time, to evidence the direct Acts of F aich, 

he may thank ſome fin or other. He chat bids us, Veri ous 

your ſalvation, and make your calling and eleũion ſure, would * 

-f | © 


.> Of-regardleſineſs"ta'get aſſurance," 27 
ſd let ms be at uneertaint ies concerning our ſelves 5 did not we 
Septic Mor omit fond, Duy r give way to 
Ani is not this your ſiu ith a. No not yu ſtill want 
chat tecling or pecceiv babe kerne ia ndt meerly h 
maey\yand ſubject to #nddetlutions,, but ſrom Gods 
— perſwading the Soul, chat ĩt duty know, believe, con- 
ent to; and truſt in God, and thereſore intslſible; for the Spi- 
—— . a 2 55 ae he can e 
wuneis te, any ching. that js Kiss 8904 rule, 
lazgidown by a lace worthy in our Lie), fol Ube dich ; 3 
Faith, whether they be direli, ur reflect, & Then lo certaimy —— 
dur more depend upon Gods ſpirit, confirming: us; then upon the Par: 1, ful. 20, 
clearneſs of the Aguments. But which, Of, us can ſay, that ux 21. 
know-infailibly-weare believers from Gods {pris perfrading 
us of che truttvof our faith?; ane Cottage pack uch per-, —_ 
ſection of degrees ob efdiirance wn an,prdigary Way, as —— Deelictle, in 
degret more cannot be added to the former,; and. yet (as one er n Ex: 
wellwreafoneth:) there is not any repygnancy ia Sl an in — fee. 5 
ſalliie eifirrance;and denim a perfect alluranges) ary p. 306, 307. 
know tit thete is Godg:aud chat this G Y: b and j 
and yer i haet, per ſect knowiedge:of a 5 or ot hi 


goodſteſs and juice; for in this liſę xe xnom in part: Is 
nod your want d aſſuarance that God is your, Gad evidenced ſtill 


* Nat · being yet above che tur ment ing fear of death: 
nat get deſpiſing the peri yanuries of this World : not 
9255 ighaing the ceoſuges, of the) ungödly: remaining fill #icQnon ur! * 
Nidra an holy boldneſs;3p prayer 2 hot get taking dom font 2 
Word and Sacraments: not yet abauuqing in praiſe and ä 
Sas, not yet kindly mourning for your fins, nor 
0 watching againſt them: and not yet diſregarding cavils 2- 
5 gainkt che Truth 7. Is not, Gad, contending with ,you upon 
this account> God hath © upon you in the Ministry 
of che Word, to give · all di eg nahe ſure that you are f 
believers, and that God is your. a en your faich-in him; 
but though Godhath eee au have not beard: Jer. 22: 21. 
And is not he uting his Rad to make way fer, is Ford. to enter 
into your — . — —— 24 F. all your out Frard 
delights, C px iid th at bis r 8 


that they may am making ſure 
what cannot be taken 1 297 le ry joan may nor 
2 . 


Of careleſneſr $0 preferve. Afuramee. 


yet yore lng fa 1 — 

and Arete of ſecuring an intereſt in the xnmixed 

hier roecy Is nor 2 you into life · chrentning 

dangers, chat you might not hear wich the hearing of the 

ent, dur ev with your per the neveſſity of having your inter- 
ef in Godeldares up unto — vine 

Ic was your 


3'df preſerving ofſ 
T7 77 care b to hs he al to keep, as to — — — When yon 
a e, as — ained aſſuranee, you ſhould have remembred that you 
Non miner &ft to be your God}! Se and make you happy in 
vide, quam the enj yment of: r tel, nor to makè you rich and great in 
a this World, and that chere fore Gods people being in the hands 
of the Midlenites, will not evidence that the Lord is not with 
Judg. 6. 13. them, though Gidepn ſay, I the Lord be with us, why then is all 
Ee bc. ee Yn onhd have remembred chad fnowra,uee 
Baus 10 193- Perfect, faich in God, incerefts ſouls in him, andthat therefore 
55 1% frailties and infirmities do not diffolve the union : you ſhould 
Pſal. 85 2 © have been very thankfullfor the firſt fruits of the Heavenly Ca- 
-Eccl.'5, 4,5,6. nua: you ſhould have been An careful not to return unto folly; 
Job How'd nat have deferd pay your vows unto God: yea you 
Id have brought forth en tk afrer — as you ei- 
ther d not, or could not, before aſſurance. But have not you 
been carelefs of diſcharging your duty herein ? Have not you 
forgotten the termes of the Covenant you have entred into 
with God? Have not you — yolk l _ — an Heaven 
n Earth? Have not you y of wilſul Relapſes ? 
Have not you reſuſed or delayed ee pay your vows “ Have nor 
Rebe done as little for God; as you have done, had the 
of his countenince been never li ap upon your ſouls ? 
219 0 not God thereſoe angty wird you" Ie not he greatly 
Fon a OR ? Thar is r he ſaith, be 
| no pleaſure in ſuch not he talen ah whet you 

«12. I2, 
——_—— rd dor 0 EE not only of many viſible to- 


kens of his preſence, but of 3 of his coumte- 
nance, 


. Of rimiſreſ⸗ in recovering. Aſfarance.'- 4% 
nence; that more value, and be more chary of, efſa-- 

rance, if — 9 — And what! Mall God toe 

m end, li ever God-vourhGole you ny e of the hid- (ber welke 
den. Manna, take heed ob waſting | 2 vvhite ſtone. 
heed of . =O! | page 132. 
mſ ch fa De not 


3. KRemiſneſa in recovering ne Lowe : 
A R 

2 Jour —— and is het . 4 __ 
with you ? Hat not 4 —— — — vering Aſſu- 


becauſe you had before driven him from his own Ordinances, rance. F 
and were not reſiſeſs for his return ? Is it not che detign of G 1 57302 7aP'% 
in away from you O dinizuces' to make you y _ 
fenfable of the loſs of the — 'zndthat you ny gi 
kim no reſt till be hath returned you both, that the 
may be paft, and the time of may return 7 Ix it nothing 
to you to be under a ſpiritual Favtine Can you now Rye with- 
out che hidden Mans Rre you ſtill wifling tots: aa un- 
der ſuch a dim Cloud, . ie?” 

O that none of the miſcarriages may be 
, Te . Sue e ther of 

Firſt, t te eit ber t - 
ſarance is not attainable at wm A fir when 40 not 6 755 ooo ** 
beine or that it is net recover le 1 FRI 

ſwvikepin either wilt Wat e fee e W afeer 2 * 

ie, they will kill ill fomerimes,be- 1001+ - 
ing inordinate, mey beti A Wa oh jmpoſibiſicies, 
under an implicit condition, yet no hope, wherher regular, or 
corrupt, can reſpetfrs object under 9 550 


workects ewo paſſions moſt and De> 
2 the one being 4 N ul 
ght from chac g aveth an im- 


N 
„rechen al- Kzek 345 30 
| but Hol. 2. 19. 23. 


poſſibility of attaining wy 
policy of acl ie. Frere beve, 
ſurance; not on re B 2 
— Lit of econ 


. 11 


nanbe, that upon cheir 


wo —Helps.egeinfh miſcurriegeniubass Ace: 
- Rare mill hag! their hackeladings, ind love them fyeely, 
m. in. EHU mizlt as graciouſly -as:ever-- 4 areof - 
. they ate — ching, — 
9 


Tag. da the trutiror ſeich, ite reſt 
ial 5 have experienced what an Heaven upon 

h is in 3 Thaugh one may be a Believer, 

: 5 . — 
you ko ve oauſe to queſtion 

. e tua, and whether ever you 

can cat the want, or loſk of Afurance, 

5 ande not follow after the gaining or 

Ja nnuttel able ſighs and groans. 

«2d Iyas tronb led. tt wasine. 

Nea it was % death unto him. It 

extteam: they are too much 

lokng Allurance, looking on their 

10 won of.che.unpardonable 


bur if pou non 2: 

"Thirdly, 25 ne not on * elt Law complains, — 
your, e 4 ee or f 
rance be Are yqur EG you — rar 
8 
7 you 

epi 09 yy in excingand 

to urance as 
nt 1 oe 5 b Her ibe water- 
Earn | ofa and dongings of Soul,. Are 
$ Godsgpuncenance De- 
e you loſt yournafſurance'? 
ls ſtamps, and jmprefions: tell 
c vr, Net he hack nat loſt the 
: givel Wir he | foe Tones » reſt; Read hut 
2 977 the | 28 war in deſertion, 


:. * 5 6 1 tr panes How 
——— 4 ab. 


rr e 
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more to expreſs his earneſtneſt, than at other times. Being 
ir an Agony, be prayed more earnejily. This is one end of Gods Luke" 22 $4: 
preſeiit diff ion towards you: T will ge ( iaita God) and wr 4:15; - 
rethirn to my place, till they acknowledge their offence, and {eek ]] 
face: in their affiilions they will Jerk we early ; i.e: betimes, with Hickman, ke. 
all ſpeed,” with care and vigour allo, at ſueh a rate as Men ate P*8* 205. 
wont to do things in the morning. I your doubts do nat pre- 
vail ſo far, as to make you leave off bearty praying, your bearty pray- 
ers will prevail ſo far, as to make you leaveoff doubting. 

Fourthly, Take heed of contenting your ſelves (not only with _ 
heartleſs, but with fruitleſs complaints. Some (faith a famous | 
Author) are of a whining A apt to fill che ears of all their g de- 
familiars with ſad relations of their mournful caſe; but there ſerted Sonl's 
is little elfe to be found beſides complaints : the foul humbleth cafe and eure. 
nor himſelf before God, nor contends in prayer, nor ſtriveth Vage 486. 
by the Ordinances and holy walking to ſinde hat it always 
was without, or hath loft, He compares them to the ſick man, 
who lyeth grieving himſelf, but no way ſeeking in earneſt to 
help himſelf; and to Iſſachar, crouching under his burthen. 

To fpend time (ſaith another) in whining — is more Hickman, Kc. 
eaſie and more pleafing to thoſe who have bruiſed themſelves; page 200. 
but to ſtir up ſtrength, and be doing, is more ſafe andpleafing 
to God. I would not ({ he goes on) have deſerted fouls chid- 
den for crying out and roaring: How can they do other, 
whoſe wounds ſtink, and are corrupt, whoſe ſores run all the night 
long But they muſt not ſpend all their time in roaring, but 
ger the broken bones ſer, and make uſe of them; ſo ſhall they 
recover ſtrength and rejoyce. 
Fiſthly, Take heed of neglefling any longer any one means of 
Gods appointment, either for the getting, or keeping, or recovering of , . 
Aſſtrance. The negle& of any one (as one well obſerves) may er 
provoke God to re ject your attendances on him in the other: — — ” 
cis alſo uncertain in which God will manifeſt himſelf, and e- 
vidence to you the truth of your Faith in him. Sometimes 
he doth ir in prayer: ſometimes in the reading or bearing of the 
Word of God: ſometimes in religious holy conference: ſometimes 
in receiving the Sacrament of the Lords Supper: ſometimes in 
finging of Pſalms. - em. 
Sinthly, Take beed of remaining any longer laxie and ſbtbfulin 
the uſe of the means. Ol yet at length give diligence to make 2 Per, 1. 104 
De your 


42 Helps againſt miſcarriages about Aſſurance 
_ calling ure ; i. e. your eſſectual calling, that your faith in 
Ae Seon. God ie il an{wer thereunte. Aſſurance both requires. and 
page 180, lc. deſerves all diligence. Such is the darkneſs, dece , and 
157, &. _ inconſtanty of the heart: ſuch is the malice, policy, and 

of Satan to improve it: of ſo much conſequence is this buſineſs, 
' and ſo dangerous is it to be deceived herein, that all diligence is 
little enough. So ſatisfaGory alſo is this aſſurance, that no labour 
Antipharma- will be grudg d by thoſe that do believe it. O] the rather how 
cum, Cc. give all diligence to put your faith in God out of doubt, be- 
_ cauſe a Day of great trouble is approaching, yea already be- 
more — gun. What have you beſides this to oppoſe to all your trou- 

cal conſidera· bles here 2 When it comes to reſiſting to blood, and giving u 
tions to hum- all, can you fadge with ſuch work, while your ſpirits are dubi- 
＋ lazinels ous & cloudy in this point?O my friends/Believe ĩt, ds nothing 
| = A but this that can make a Saint tryumph & glory in abaſures & 
herein in tt ibulations. And little do you imagine how inſupportable trou- 
Morn. Exer. bles are, when the ſpirit is low and dubious in point of intereſt. 
at Criple- gate. In particular, Take heed of being laxie, or any ot ber ways. miſ- 
I 


ow — carrying, in ſelf- examination- Aflurance confilts in a reflex A 


Iden ality, and by ſuch workings it is gotten, maintained, and recovered. 
— The main reaſon why ſome never had Aſſurance, why others 


do not keep aſſurance, and why others do not recover aſſurance; 

is, becauſe they are not often enough, nor diligent enough in 

refleting upon the d-ift,8 courſe of theic hearts & lives: they do 

not ofcenenough rightly8 throughly compare themſelves with 

the ſure marks of true faith in God, laid down in the Ward of 
God · Many will take ſome little pains to finde out the marks 

of true faith in God, and ſome little time they will · ſpend in 

comparing their hearts with thoſe ma rłs, but they will not con- 

tinue diligent in this great duty of ſelf- examination, till the 

matter be brought to ſome iſſue; they will not behold their fa- 

ces in the Glaſs long enough to beget in themſel ves a true na- 

tion or Idea of themſelves, but go away, and preſently forget 

what manner of perſons they were. But let it not be ſo with 

you any more. Do yo make it your buſineſs to go through 

with this work, and therefore take beed of being Miſtaken as to 

' what faith in God, and what aſſurance of faith, is. Neither make 

Hickman, &c. more, nor fewer eſſentials of faith in God; neither more, nor 

Page 120 Jeſs, neceſſary to intereſt in God, than God hath made. Ex- 

121, 122: ped not ordinarily to have aſſurance of faich wrought, I 

erved, 


OY 


Helps againſt miſcarriages about Aſſurance. 
ſerved, or recovered by ſome vocal, or as it were vocal, teſtimo- 
ny of the ſpirit ; or as ſoon as you be aſſured to be void of all 
fears, and filled with all joy in believing, Set not about this 
work unſeaſonably, but when you finde your hearts in the moſt 
ſerious and quiet frame. He that will fee his Face in a Glaſs, 
muſt be fixed, and not in motion. Be /{il!, and fo commune with 
your own hearts! When you are full of dark and black tempta- 
tions, you are in a miſt, and not able to ſee things aright. The 
muddied Water is not fit to give the true ſhape of the Face. 
Hearken not to what carnal reaſon, and Satas ſay for, or againſt your 
intereſt in God. Before faich in ,cainal i eaſon and Satan uſe 


Pal. 4- 4 


T. Goodwin's 


their ut moſt ſtrength to perſwade Souls of the goodneſs of their child of light, 
condition without Faith, thereby to prevent the entrance of gc. page 26, 
Faith, and their ſeeking after it at all, as not needſull to inter- 27, 26. 


eſt chem in God: Alter faith in God is wrought, and erected 


upon the ruines of all Satans ſtrong holds, and the Souls carnal — 
reaſonings, Satan and carnal reaſon, in revenge of ſueh an o- P*8© 2 5 


verthrow, muſter up new Forces to perſwade the Believer by 
all che Objections, they can raiſe, that it doth not believe a- 
right, that its faith is not ſaving. Take heed therefore of ſelf- 
- | love, and finfal jealoufie, and prejudice upon either account, when you 
fet about this work. As (elf-love and ſelf-flattery bribreth and 
ſetteth carnal reaſon to plead for the intereſt of Unbelievers in 
God; ſo when once faith is wrought, finfull jealoufie doth edge 
and ſharpen the wit of carnal reaſon, to argue and rangle a- 
gainſt the work of Faith; and all ſueh Objections as carnal 
reaſon doth finde out againft ir, are pleafing to this corrupt 
principle; when you try your ſelves, you will but deceive your 
ſelves, if you do not caſt out theſe two curſed corrupt Princi- 
ples out of your ſouls : if your hearts be prepoſſeſt with either, 
your judgments will be blinded, and become partial in paſſing 
ſentence upon your eſtate. Take beed of trying your ſelves by falſe 
marks of faith in God, of weighing with falſe weights. Hereby 
you may miſcarry both on the right hand, and on the left: on 
the right hand, if you try your ſelves by marks of perfe& faith 
in God; on the left hand, if you try your ſelves by ſuch things 
as are not indeed Scripture-marks,of true faith in God; for as 
God is the Principium eſſendi, the beginning or cauſe of the be- 
ing of any grace; ſo Gods Word is the Principium cogneſcendi, 
the Principle by which we know what is true grace. I cannot 
G 2 but 


Burges's Refi - 
nings : part 1 
Page 37, 58, 


_— Helps again ſt miſcarriages about 4ſſnrance: 
| but mind you of three Rules of DireRion,which, a worthy now. 
— of ith God, hath left you in this caſe. 55 here are ſome — 
i: (ot 1. Rithout which-faith cannot be in the heart, and yet they do nat na- 
ceſſarily. and infollibly conclude that a Man hath faith. Conclude 
not for your ſelves by finding the antecedents of Faith. (2) There - 
| _ are ſote.things which faith only doth produce, yet becauſe it d uh not 
| Produce em always, à Man mult not therefore negatively conclude 
from the abſence of them, the abſence of faith. (3) There are 
ſome things which faith only dot h produce, not as eftential properties, 
but 4s Magnificent Teſtimonies. Conclude not againft your (elves 
for the want of ſuch effefts of faich, Be ſure that you do not 
any longer try your ſelves by uncertein qualifications, that be- 
long not to every Believer, at all times, and none but believers ; 
but try your ſelves by ſure infailible-marks by the eſſential pro- 
perties and effects of Faith in God. Set not about this work 
without bearty cries to Gad fer bis ſpirit to irradiate the grace you! 
are ſearching after, and by witneſſing with your ſpirit. to put you out 
of - It is a vain thing for you to go about this work, much 
more to thipk: to go through with it by any ſtrength of your 
awn, And be ſure that you take beed of provoking Gad to with- 
draw. from yam im this m Do not refuſe the Light of Aſſurance 


when offered: Hereupon Chi iſt withdrew from the Spoule 3 but 

— ſelves in a diſpoſed and prepared way to receive the 

evidencing. Light of the Spirit, who will not aſſurt you whe- 

ther you will, or no. Do not Make ue of Signs in @ prejudicial © 
Foit 


” Burges, &c. Way tu thoſe dined and immediate Ads b, whereby you cloſe. 
page 56, 37. with Gel: While you are poting and digging into your own 
72 heart to ſinde faith there, ſorget not to exerciſe applicat ive 
Acts of Faith. When ever you would go down into yourown 
hearts, and take a view of your own graces. firſt cloſe with God 
himſelf in Chriſt, and afterwards begin afreſh upon the en- 
couragement you have from the fight of grace within yon, to 
aft Feith upon God with a redoubled ſtrength. He thut lacks 
1 1:5: eth theſe things, i. e. that dot not uſe them, ſo not to wſe Ta- 
* 25. 25 lents; is not to have them, is blinde and ſoon forgetteth all the 
grace he hath. Gad do nat appear preſently do not murmur and 
repine againſt him. While Job thought that God wronged him, 
God ctaſed not to ſcare him with dreams, and terrify him wick 
viſions; but ben be juſtified God, God appeared for him But 
far amore full handling of the miſcarriages about ſelf-exami- 
| nation, 


* 


¶ reſting) in. a Aſurause. 43 
nation; which you ſhould mourn for, and take heed of, Lihall reſet yon 
Againſt an ĩma- 


Py tweniieth chapter of the 2 
ap — 2 5 08 eie . ance 


ous 5 ere % 
cxends to be ds knowing, 48 be eva, — 8 * * 
as ine . 7 1 5 never doutned of hi: lacer more, 
jocond and merry then he is thereupon, - Ham got thi in 
And is not Gods therefore conmepding with hau? . c — 
our houſe upon the Sands, is not God razing altaue fa Foundations ? 
Becauſe we TN is mas God grying 6 ds P ſal. 55. 10. 
ſilver. js. ted? May note even, ih. Gees and upright e will Pal. 25. 8. 
teach ſennert bis maß: chat by the Jar er- his Righreons )udge- 

ments is reſolved to awaken us out of thoſe fooliſhdreams, in 
fhonkd die, we were undone for ever? Othat we 
ger! O, take heed of preſu once 425 is your God, —— 
- becauſe be made hau: ſo he did the Dew!s. - Gods making you, puts yon in- 
to the relation of creatures unto God, and God oi a Creatrur aa youbut = 
not of a chief g and ſupream Lord. He is — Creatout, Whether you 
will, or na, bur ſo he is not your God. Or becapſe you proſper in every -i 2% 17.14. 
and are v4 in trouble and diſtreſs as tber men, The more you have oſ s por- 
tin in this life, the more cauſe you have to fear that God 3s nat- your part ian. 
Or becauſe Chriſt bath died far yay to — an intereſt in C: So he hath, if 


if we 
be dreamers- ne lon- 


yon will conſent to have him tbe your gorereigu Lord, o- > 
ug iy . O! how great w ee be — — Gold (hall 
, your Mine — 


Por 2 — . x 
u ves ho 
DET: . ro hk +7 Take r re ange, Refin- 


* tereſt in God, as hath ignorance and ſelſ· love ſor its procreant cauſes: as is og, — b. % 
*grounded on a meer natural light, or ſome falſe ings:as is wroughe, — — 


vithout any ſerious & deep humiliation ſos being without God preced- 
* ing. it, and eaſily wit haut avy oppoſition ; a8 leavev the ſoul idle in the and 418, 
Work of God, without love to, and encourage meat in God: as is net at- 
* tended with am: holy ſeat and humility: and as is not daſtroyed by fin, 
but ęroſſes. Such a confidence is a preſumpwous confulence, and not aſſu- 
rance. Even h rites may have ſome experimental 6095 gg and = Sermon 3. 
not aſſurance of Faith : they may know that they are enlia htned, and 
ocher common gifts of the Holy-Ghoſt: that fin is imbitrered to — 
that they do aſſent to ſeripture Truths: that they have ſome deſtras aſter 
God and Chriſt: that they do at ſometimes and in ſome hinz scruſt in f oi: 
and y yet ' _ — —— therefore cannot know they — ot 
rake heed of chieviſhly vin without a Warrant Chri 
told the Jews, that they were of their rely ae r the Devil. though of his Faher John 8. 34. 
they ſaid, be is our God : they Ll ns > boaſts and brags, that God w 
their God z but God and Chriſt difowned them. 


2 VI. The miſcarriages moſne to confeſſion, the external AM if Faith in God. Aceind lebe 


adventuring upon poſative confeſſion wit hau a Heaven, Hach conf-ſſjon with- 
"Rives this been this been then of ſane? and have 28 =* a call. 


— 


— 
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of Miſralriaget about the confeſſion of Faith 


for it? The Acute Author of Chrift Conſeſſed {tans the Publiſher ob- 
ſerves) hath cut by a thread in alearly and the preſent . 
ion 
daa From (and by conſequence nor alled ue) 
2 Pen of Chriſt? (19) the 2 7 ace 
63 not p. ward by, or in an equal poi e with, thoſe for gur rs x 
* 2.) When theintereft both of the corfe ſe, end Confeſſor will be viſibly 
gag C3.) When the ends of g Chriſt cannot manifeſtly be 
: E or attained by us ; Bur the gl of God will be viſibly rather 
idea e Goſpel harmed : and the good of ſom hazarded. O] ſee that for 
| the future you do not unneceſſarily pull ſufferings upon your ſelves for 
Allen: Vind. of your 3 5 —— 2 e 
5 p. 379. terves_) «ſuffering for our fuult : there is a ſuffering for our Rig neſs wil h- 
Godl. 75 out 2 there is a ſuffering for our Righteouſneſs throagh our fault. 
Run not your ſelves trouble ret toe — not, by unwary and im- 
| . managing and ordering your ſelves in the duties that conſeſſion of 
airh engage ch you to. Be clear eſpecially in thoſe things, which may be 
eeſtly: labour to ſee the Pillar of Flre and the c loud going before you. Take 
heed of giving atly juſt occaſion to others to perſecute you, not onely be- 
cauſe the event of fo great a temptation is uncertain, bur alſo leſt yu be a 
cauſe that others by ſhedding your blood become greater ſinners then o- 
therwiſe m_—_ — tnewtedge: faith in God / , IA 
ceded a 2. Unpreparedneſs epen'y to ac te faith in Goa, when ever be ca 
22 thereungo What the Apoſtle faith concerning Hope, is true concerning Fait 
openly, when Be ready alwayes th give. a reaſon both of the faith that 7 you, and 
| called thereto. the faith you :. of che grace, as well 2s of the objeF of faith: 


| 
x Pet.3.14,15, your own acquaintance with — 32 of God,conſenting to have him 


or your God, and relying upon him. Though you are not bound ( ſaith 

1 the grand Caſuiſt * render an account dhwayes, yet you are bound alwayes 
.. to be ready arlcaſt with an habitual readineſs: though the outward — 
be not required at all times, yet the inward habitude is But alas I have not 

you been ſtrangers to au habitual inelination and diſpoſition to this duey? 

Have not you been wicout thoſe principles of ſelf-denzal and ll ve to God, 

that Spirit oſ farth, patience, and prayer, that make ' ſonls ready for ſuch 
work; O that this may be your fin no longer / Is not this one reaſon of 

the preſent Di penſations of Providence towards you, to ſtir you up by the 

Rod, that would not be ſtirred up by the Word to get to be ready, t only to 

be bound, but to dic for Chriſt at Jeruſalem ! The Apoſtle doth nor ſay, 1 will 

Ads 21. 13. be beund or I will die, but I am ready'ts be bound and to die. All backward- 
aps ſliding bark, When our Saviour ſaith unto us, Take wp thy Crofs and 

wales! 725 104 ARK) 220091510 P — . 

; 3. Refuſing, or delching adnally to make an open acknowledgrient of Faith in 

7 44 7 00 wh -n thereby Cod will be moſt magnified, the Goſpel beſt maintained, and the 
confeſs, when goed of ſouls beſt miniſtred to. Hath not this been the fin of ſome of you? 
called therets, Have not you actually declined that confeſſion, which you have been called 
. to make? Haye not jou deferd your teſtimony to another time? and have 

not you — 9 driven God — ſtom you ? ſure am this coſt many of 

the Martyrs, eſpecially'is the MarianPerſecution, very dear. They did 

not make open acknowledgment of their Faich in God, when rr 
| them 
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Of Miſcarriages. about the confeſſion of Faith. 47 

them thereunto : and what was the iſſue? God in reſpeR of comſort left 

them, and they were under worle tormeats, then their Perſecutors could 

hare inflicted on them. When Fonab had a Commiſſion ſcaled him to go to 

Nineveb with a Meſſage from God, he withdrew himſelſ, and went another 

way; but God in the midſt of his ſecurity caft fim into the Whiles belly ; 
when he was there, God withdrew from him, as if he meant never to | 

own him more; inſomuch, that he ſaith, I am caſt out of thy preſence; O char 3 

herein you would /in no more / when ever God calls you thereto, do nor Jona. 2. 4; 

de fer to exhibit an open oral conſeſſion of your Faith in God, no, not a mo- : 

ment longer; when God calls you thereto, do not defer to exhibit an open See Chriſh- 

real confeſſion of your Faith in God in an 4e way, openly living vp un- Conſeſled, 

to your Faith in God; or in a paſſive way, either b ſtaying eo ſuffer, or by“ 7 NM. 7. 

fofferida in flying, as the forementioned ends will beſt be promieted;* © 17+ 69. &c, 

do not your Conſciences tell you, that if you had been more publick in your 

real confeſſions in an ative way, you had iuffered leſs, not only from God, 

but from men. Take heed of ſuffering any more upon this accdunt. 

4. Diſſembling in confeſſion. There is a time (faith our Caſuif) for the Againſt diſſem- 
ſuſpenſion of our conſeſſion? but there is no time for i malation (properly ſo bling in con feſ- 
called) in our confeſſion. We may, yea muſt deal prudently, but not deceit- fron. 
fully. Hath nor this been your fin? Hach not your converſation been in fleſb- C. C. p. 43. 
ly wiſdem, and not in godly ſimplicity and ſincerity ? "Have not you at leaft, 
at ſometimes gone about to caſt a vail of deceit before the eyes of men? No 
wonder that ſuch deceirful ones are under tribute : no wonder chat ſuch 
treacherous dealings arc dealt treacherouſly with. Diſſemble I beſeech you no 
more, eithet in your oral or in your real confeffions. - 

5. Denying Faith in Ged. Hath not this been your fin? and hath not God 
therefore denyed you in this world? Ol rake heed of denying your Faith 
in God once more, leſt Jeſus Chriſt deny you ig Heaven. G! Do not once 
more deny your Faith in God, Either inwardly, or outwardly, either by wyrd, 
or k, whether explicitly, or implicitly. Even concealed & ſmothered (much 
more denyed) truths will one time or other ſer the Conſcienee ina Flame. 
When Jeremiah (aid, I will nor make mention of him, nor ſpeak anymore im his Jer. 20. 9. 
name : What followeth ? Then his word was in my breſt a bur nin fre, t p 
wp in my bones, and I was. weary with forbearing,” Let bim not ſpare (faith Fob) V..Carit on 
for I haue not concealed the words of the Holy One : 4.4. If I had bid his wird Job 6. 10. 
from men, God might jaſtly hide his mercies from me ; or if I had concealed 
his werds from others, God might now juſtly reveal his wrath againſt me. 

6. Making ſhipwrack of Faith. Hath not this alſo been your fin ? Have Againſt making 
not you renounced the confeſſion which you once made? And hath not ſhipwrack, of 

God departed from you, not only for your departures from your farth in Faith. 
him, but for your departures from your profeſſion thereof? O! remember 1 Tim. 1. 19, 
from whence you are fallen, and repent, and do your firſt works, Mut ſaith the Rev. 2. 8Bl. 
Apoſtle? Let i bold faſt the profeſſion of aur Faith without wavgring, and Heb. 10. 23. 
what ever others do, let ws, among hm n whom, in whom ſuch mighty Henning in the 
things have been done by God, bald faſt our Faith : have we a mind to be Farewel Ser . 
without God again? had we rather return to be Satans, then continue to be Mons. 
the Lords? yea the profeſſion of our faith: faich without proſeſſion, will do 
no more for us, then without faich : and that without wevering : 


Prov. 12. 24s 
IIa. 33. 1. 


Faith in Gad. 
Mat. 10. 33. 


this is both a man-like and a Chriſtian act. * 


7. Reſting 


Againſt denying 


— —— 
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* 


* 


Ee ; G ” 
re be u within of what 
| aith in 42 2 bus 
af your Sup „ we chlef good. Cn. 
| | ng your Faith in from ſtrength of Am. nt, or ſecular A- 
traBroct, and not from inward principles. - (3. Take beed of conjeſſing your 
faith in God without exerting any grace of the Spirit therein. 4) Take beed of 
confeſſing your faith in God without aiming mainly at the glory I God. 
I have been the brieſer in this Chapter, becauſe rhe main caſes about 
+ confe on are withadmirable exafitieſy and judgment determined, and all 
our duties relating to conſeſſian moſt pathetically preſt upon us in that 
accurate Treatiſe, called Chriſ Cenfeſſed, which therefore1 hope hath not 
puſt your hands, and theretsT ſhall refer you. 


I ſhall conclude it with the Obſervation of the worthy Author of the pre- 


face, beſore an emigent Crnfefſors Epiſtles, ** That the reafon( why former 
Conſeſſots found ſo much of Gud in their ſufterings, that their very. en- 
jyment i ſeem bur dreams to many zand the preſent Conſeſſors find lo lit- 
* tle o God in theirs) is (not to ſpeikany thing of the abfolure Sopereign- 
Hof God, who may do with his own what he will, and diſpenſe as he 
I pleaſerh, both as to meaſure and time) becauſe there was ſuch a diffe- 
© rence in their conſeſſions of. their Faith in God. God met them, as men 
* whoſe hearts were lifted up in the wayes of the Lord, as men who rejeyced and 
ten he rightcouſneſs, and could neither be flat red, nor frowned out of 
" their fidelity and freedom : And he hides himſelf from us, as if he were - 
* ſhumcd of / ch Witneſſes, whole reftimony-is ſo umworthy of ſuch a maſter andi 
* fo far ſbori of what it onght to be, as if indeed we were aſhamed of bim, 
Land his truth, and thought rhe torn and the lame à ſufficient ſacrifice for 
him. — Our ſaffering ( iſ it deſerye that Name) is with leſs ed ſication and 
© advantage to the Church, and leſs comfort to our (wn ſouls, becavſe, if our 
A teſtimeny be weighed in the ballance of the San#nary,ic will be found light; 
and to want many pounds, not only ef what it ought to have, but What 

te theirs had, wh f. wor was found perfect he fore God. If therefore we be 
* really deſirous to be dealt with as they were, (and what is ſo defirable, 
next to Haven, and the me of the re of the Son of God upon the 
* Earth? ) Letus be men of che like fair es and zeal with them: 
*then is it that We may hope to have ſweet and batcyon dayes in his ſervice; 
i (ach as will make us the envy of duc enemies, a comfort to our Friends,a 
an ornament to our . Profeſſion : hereby ſhall a good report be brought up- 
Don the wayes of God, and we ſhall wy witneſſes that gedlineſs with 
all diſadvanrages, and when accompanied. with the fiery tryal, is great 
ain, and bath its hundred fold in his life, even with perſecution, 
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